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FROM THE CHRISTIAN OBSERVER. 


The cry of Injured Texts. 
No. 3. ° 


Ir any text in the Bible has a 
claim to your protection, surely I 
have; because you yourself have 
been frequently the eccasion of 
my being shamefully perverted 
and abused. You are sendin 
forth into the world a periodica 
publication, which ought, as many 
think, to have no other ends in 
view, than to maintain some party 
opinions, or support some hire- 
ling writers ; or, at best, to pro- 
mote the extension of learning : 
yet have you taken your post un- 
der the banner of religion, and 
presumed to contend against false 
doctrines, and even to espouse the 
catise of vital godliness. What, 
Sir, have you to do with practical 
piety ? How has this come with- 
in the province of a Magazine or 
Review ? (says a grave formalist,) 
‘Be not righteous over-much.’ 
Yes, Sir, against you am I quoted 
in this manner, as weil as against 
all, who are a little more righteous, 
than their neighbors: and [ am 
supposed by the generality of the 
world to give you very just re- 
proof. Now, as [ am introduced 
on every occasion, and almost al- 
ways in opposition to true relig- 
ion, I think it of importance, with 
your permission, to make known 
somewhat of as pe 
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I cannot then but be indignant 
against those, who, if they see a 
person beginning to love and serve 
God, and to seek in earnest the 
welfare of his soul, bring me in to 
check his ardor, and to stop his 
progress. Can it be thought, that 
this was ever my intention ? 
Will any man in his senses im- 
agine, that I ever intended to say 
to the world, do not leve God 
too much; do nat serve the Lord 
Jesus Christ with too much zeal ; 
do not attain too much purity; do 
not exercise too much love to- 
wards your fellow creatures? 
Would not a multitude of other 
passagesof scripture stand forth to 
contradict me? Would they not 
lift up their voice and say, you 
must “ love God with all your 
heart, and mjnd, and soul, and 
strength ;” “ you must be ready 
to be bound, or even to die, for 
the name of the Lord Jesus ;” 
you must be “ pure as he is pure, 
and holy as he is holy;” you 
must “love your neighbor as 
yourselves,” and * be willing even 
to lay down your lives for the 
brethren ?” In truth, Sir, I think 
that they, who are so ready to 
bring me forward on these occa- 
sions, wish me to be understood, 
not as saying, “ Be not righteous 
over-much,.” but ** Be not right- 


eous at all: for they introduce: 


me, not to moderate the ebulli- 
tions of intemperate zeal, but to 
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suppress the very first thoughts of 
religion. And | am the more con- 
tirmed in this sentiment, because 
{ never once overheard these per- 
sons. saying to their neighbors, 
* Be righteous enough,” no, all 
their fear has been on the side of 
excess; and they never express 
the smallest solicitude about a de- 
fect. ‘These persons can see their 
neighbors living as if there were 
no God, and yet never caution 
them against the sinfulness and 
danger of sucha state: but if they 
see one beginning to fear God, 
they cry, “* Be not righteous over- 
much.” 

That I may stop the mouths of 
these people, or at least put the 
world on their guard against them, 
I beg to say what 7 do mean. 
Solomon mentions two things, 
which he saw with much pain and 
grief; the one was, that righteous 
persons were often persecuted to 
death for their righteousness; the 
other was, that wicked persons, 
who had justly forfeited their 
lives, often proceeded in their 
wickedness with impunity. To 
each of these therefore, he gives a 
salutary caution. To the right- 
eous, he says, * Do not from a 
fond conceit ef your own superior 
wisdom and righteousness, con- 
duct yourselves so imprudently 
as to give just occasion to your 
persecutors to destroy you.” To 
the wicked, he says, “Do not 
foolishly persevere in your wick- 
edness till you Saale God to 
cut you off by some signal judg- 
ments.” He then adds a word 
of advice to both of them; and 
recommends them to cultivate the 
‘fear of God,” as the best pre- 
servative against ungodliness on 
the one hand, and cadvecretion on 
the other. Now what a manifest 
perversion is it to call out my 


words, and apply them in the 
manner they do! If they were to 
meet with a conceited religion- 
ist, that was disputing with every 
body about his peculiar tenets, and 
was ready to anathematize all, 
who did not accord with him ; or 
an uncharitable churchman, who, 
on account of his attachment, 
to human forms and_ establish- 
ments, was ready to exclude all 
nonconformists from the pale of 
the christian chureh; or a proud 
bigotted dissenter, who was al- 
ways railing against the establish- 
ment, as if a continuance in it 
were almost incompatible with 
salvation; or a conceited novice 
in religion; who, because he has 
attained some little insight into 
the way of salvation, thinks he 
must immediately leave his shop- 
board, and become a preacher of 
the gospel: If, I say, they were 
to meet with such characters, they 
could not do better than te intro- 
duce me to them, because it was 
my intention to oppose all that 
intemperate and fiery zea!, which 
the professors of religion are too 
apt to indulge; and, at the same 
time to bring Christians nearer to 
each other, by discouraging a blind 
superstition on the one hand,,and 
a needless scrupulosity on_ the 
other. It is plain ina obvious. 
that these evils arise from an over- 
weaning conceit of men’s own 
wisdom, and that they tend to in- 
jure and ultimately to destroy 
the soul. These things, therefore, 
I labor to prevent. But how can 
real religion destroy the soul? 
and if it de net, how can I with 
any color of justice be brought to 
discountenance the fear of God ? 
Do, Mr. Observer, inform your 
readers that while I caution them 
against being righteous over-much, 
{ am earnestly desirous that they 
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should be truly righteous, wisely 
righteous, and righteous enough. 
My first wish is, that they should 
not take the opinions of men for 
their standard, but the word of 
God. My next desire is, that 
they should, in conformity te its 
precepts pay a due attention to 
time and place, * not casting their 
pearls before swine,” but “ walk- 
ing in wisdom toward them that 
are without.”? I wouldhave them, 
*‘ wise as serpents, while they are 
harmlessas doves.” And lastly, I 
entreat them not to stop short, for 
fear of being too religious; for pro- 
vided they are right as to the man- 
ner,in which they serve God, they 
cannot possibly exceed in respect 
to the degree. If they have at- 
tained as much as St. Paul him- 
self, I would not have them satisfi- 
ed with their attainments ; but 
like that most holy Apostle, let 
them * forget the things that are 
behind, and reach forth unto those 
which are before, and press to- 
ward the. mark for the prize of 
their high calling of God in Christ 
Jesus.” Let them take his words 
for their motto, “ This one thing 
Ido.” Let them walk, as Christ 
himself walked; let them strive 
te be * perfect even as their Fath- 
f is in heaven is perfect.” 
Eccl. vi. 16. 


More sayings of Mr. Newton. 


“In divinity, as well as in the 
other professions, there are the lit- 
tle artists. A man may be able 
to execute the buttons of a statue 
very neatly, but I could not call 
him an able artist. There is an 
air, there is a taste, to which his 
narrow capacity cannot reach. 
Now in the church there are your 
dextrous button makers.” 


“ When a ship goes to sea, 
among a vast variety of its articies 
and circumstances there is but one 
object regarded, namely, doing 
the business of the voyage: every 
bucket is employed with respect 
to that.” 

“I would not give a straw for 
that assurance which sin will not 
damp. If David had come from 
his adultery, and had talked of 
his assurance at that time, I should 
have despised his speech.” 

* For an old Christian to say to 
a young one, ‘ Stand in my evi- 
dence,’ Is like a man, who has witli 
difficulty climbed by a ladder or 
scaffolding to the top of the house, 
and cries to one at the bottom, 
‘ This is the place for a prospect,” 
come up at a step.” 

** Candor forbids us to estimate 
a character from its accidental 
blots. Yet it is thus, that David 
and others have been treated.” 

* There is the analogy of faith ; 
it is a master key, whick not only 
opens particular doors, but carries 
you through the whole house ; but 
an attaehment toa rigid system 
is dangerous. Luther once turn- 
ed out the epistle of St. James, 
because it disturbed his system. 
Dr. Owen will be ashamed of his 
wisdom and clearness five min- 
utes after he has been in heaven. 
I shall preach, perhaps, very use- 
fully, upon two opposite texts, 
while kept apart, but if I attempt 
to reconcile them, it is ten to one, 
if I don’t begin to bungle.” 

** The gospel is a proclamation 
of free mercy to guilty creatures— 
an act of grace to rebels. Now; 
though a rebel should throw awe 
his pistols, and determine to go in- 
to the woods, and make his mind 
better, before he goes to court 
and pleads the act; he may, in- 
deed, not be found in arms, yet 
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being taken in his reforming 
scheme, he will be hanged.” 

“The Scriptures are so full, 
that every case may be found in 
them.—A rake went intoachurch, 
and tried to decoy a girl by say- 
ing, * Why do you attend to such 
stuff as these scriptures ?’ * Be- 
cause’ said she, ‘ they tell me that 
in the last days’ there shall come 
such scoffers as you.” 

“ Walking decaicate St. Bar- 
tholomew’s Hospital, or Bedlam, 
must deeply aifect a feeling 

mind, but in reality, this world is 
a far worse scene; it has but two 
wards, in the one, men are miser- 
able, in the other, mad.” 

** Some Christians, at a glance, 
seem of a superior order, and are 
not; they want a certain quality. 
—At a florsit’s feast the other 
day, a certain flower was deter- 
mined to bear the bell, but it was 
found to be an artificial flower: 
there is a quality called growth, 
which it has not.” 

“The men of this world are 
children.—Offer a child an apple 
and a Bank note, he wil] doubt- 
less choose the apple.” 

“Doctor Taylor of Norwich, 
said to me, Sir, ‘I have collated ev- 
ery word in the Hebrew Scrip- 
tures seventeen times; and it is 
very strange, if the doctrine of 
atonement you hold should not 
have been found by me.’—I am 
not surprized at this: I once 
went to light my candle with the 
extinguisher on it: now, prejudi- 
ces from education, learning, &c. 
often form an extinguisher.—lIt is 
not enough that you bring the 
candle, you must remove the ex- 
tinguisher.” 

«¢ [ measure ministers by square 
measure. Ihave no idea of the 
size of a table, if you only tell me 

how long itis; but if you also say 
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how wide, I can tell its dimen- 
sions.—So when you tell me 
what a man is in the pulpit, you 
must also tell me what he is out 
of it, or I shall not know his size.” 

* A pious gentlewoman told me 
of her pottery being burnt. ‘I 
congratulate you Madan,’ said I, 
‘in possessing something you can- 
not lose.’ ” 

“The heir of a great estate, 
while a child, thinks more of a 
few shillings in his pocket, than of 
his inheritance.—So a Christian 
is often more elated by some 
frame of heart, than by his title 
to glory.” 

** A dutiful child is ever look- 
ing forward to the holidays, when 
he shall return to his father ; but 
does not think of running from 
school before.”’ 

** Man is made capable of three 
births—by nature he enters the 

resent world—by grace into spir- 
itual light and life—by death into 
a ER 

“In my imagination, I some- 
times fancy I could make a per- 
fect minister. I take the eloquence 
of , the zeal of , the 
knowledge of , and the 
pastoral meekness and piety of 
; then putting them all 
together into one man, I say to 
myself, this would be a perfect 
minister. Now there is one, who, 
if he chose it, could actually do 
this, but he never did—he has seen 
fit to do otherwise, and to divide 
these gifts to every man severally, 
as he will.” 

** [ feel like a man, who has no 
money in his pocket, but is allow- 
ed to draw for all he wants,upon 
one infinitely rich: I am, there- 
fore, at once both a beggar and a 
rich man.” 

** | have many books, that I can- 
not sit down to read; they arey 
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indeed, good and sound ; but, like 
half pence, there goes a great 
quantity to a little amount: there 
are silver books, and a very few 
gold books; But I have one book 
worth more than all, called the 
Bible; and thatis a book of Bank 
notes.” 


Objections against Missions 
among the Heathen. 

[The following animated confutation 
of some rather popular objections 
against foreign Missions, is taken from 
a work recently published by Rev. J. 
W.Cunningham, entitled “ Sancho, or 
the Proverbialist.” In the chapter, 
which contains the following account, 
the hero of the story is exhibited, as 
acting upon principles of worldly pru- 
dence, or self interest. ] 

A society of Churchmen, who 
had, for the Jast century, been en- 
gaged, among other benevolent 
designs, in conveying the knowl- 
edge of Christianity to the Heath- 
en, convened a meeting near my 
aunt’s mansion-house, to consider 
the means of extending to about 
sixty millions of poor idolatrous 
Hindoos the knowledge of Christ- 
ianity. Now, whatever Religion 
and sound Wisdom might urge 
upon so plain a point, mere Pru- 
dence could not but be alarmed 
at an attempt, however quiet, to 
disturb the creed of sixty millions 
of people. Accordingly, having 
entered the assembly, | rose, and 
to the admiration ef my aunt, 
made the following oration. _ 

* T rise, Sir, to oppose the mo- 
tion which has been submitted to 
this assembly, on the following 
grounds :— 

“Tn the first place, the Hindoos 
are savages, and Christianity was 
not designed for savages. 

‘In the second place, the re- 


lizgion of the Hindoos is a ver 
good religion—why, then, should 
we try to change it? 

“In the third place, their re- 
ligion has made them excellent 
slaves for centuries—why, then, 
teach them a religion which is fit 
only for freemen ? 

* In the fourth place, they are 
sunk so very deep in vice and mis- 
ery that it is impossible to release 
them from it—why, then, attempt 
it ? 

‘In the fifth place, who would 
think of beginning to convert for- 
eign nations, till we have convert- 
ed every one of our own people ? 

** Sixthly, when the time comes 
for the general conversion of the 
world, some sign will be sent 
from heaven to tell us of it. 

** Such, Sir, are my reasons for 
resisting the measure; and who- 
ever promotes it and. opposes me, 
is an enthusiast, and an enemy to 
the King and to the Church of 
England.” : 

Having made my speech, I will 
own that | expected, as the very 
smajlest return the loud accJama- 
tions of the astonished assembly, 
But a most profound silence ensu- 
ed; till a clergyman, who, as I 
then thought, Tooked old enough 
to Know better, arose and thus ad- 
dressed the assembly :— 

** Instead, Sir, of replying dh- 
rectly to the reasonings of the 
speaker who has preceded me, I 
will ney ut another case, and 
request his decision upon it. Sup- 
pose, instead of the present as- 
sembly, a thousand Peruvians 
convened on the banks of the 
Amazon, to take into considera- 
tion a supplication from the na- 
tions ef Europe to supply them 
with that bark of Peru which js 
the only known antidote for g 
large class of our diseases. And 
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conceive, if you will, the preced- 
ing speaker, who, I am sure would 
be happy to undertake the embas- 
sage, to be the advocate for these 
feverish and aguish nations to the 
only possessors of this antidote. 
Imagine him to arise amidet the 
tawny multitude, and, with much 
feeling and emphasis, to state, 
that at least sixty millions of peo- 
ple depended upon their deter- 
mination for health and life. At 
ence, I am persuaded, the cry of 
that multitude would alg the 
pleadings of the orator, and one, 
and all, would exclaim, ‘Give 
them bark! give them bark! and 
Jet not an European perish, whom 
it is possible for a Peruvian to 
save. Thus far all would be 
well. But conceive, instead of 
the assembly being permitted to 
act upon this benevolent decision, 
some Peruvian, of an age in which 
the prevalence of policy or mere 

idence over justice and benevo- 
ie is more intelligible and par- 
donable, to arise, and thus to ad- 
dress his countrymen :— 

* ¢ Peruvians, you are far too 
precipitate. Consider, I beseech 
you, the character and circum- 
stances of the persons for whom 
this privilege is demanded. 

“*In the first place, they are 
civilized nations—they read and 
write; they sleep in beds, and 
yide in coaches; they wear coats 
and trowsers—who, then, will say 
that bark is meant for such per- 
sons as these P 

“+ In the second place, their 
fevers and agues may have many 
excellencies with which we are 
unacquainted—why, then attempt 
to cure them F 

*¢In the third place, these 
fevers and agues assist exceeding- 
ly to thin their armies—why, thea, 
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strengthen them, merely to de- 
stroy ourselves ? 

“* Fourthly, these fevers and 
agues are so deep seated and vi- 
olent, that it is impossible to cure 
them—why, then, attempt it ? 

“¢ * In the fifth place, who would 
think of curing foreign nations, 
till we have cured all the sick in 
Peru? 

*** Sixthly, when the time comes 
for the general cure of fevers and 
agues, | have no doubt that the 
Great Spirit will give us some 
sign from the mountains. 

*¢Such, Peruvians, are m 
reasons for opposing the wish of 
the speaker; and whoever pro- 
motes it, or opposes me is a mad- 
man, and an enemy both to the. 
Incas and the Great Spirit.’ 

“ Now, then,” continued the 
old clergyman, “ supposing the 
Peruvian orator thus to reason, I 
should be glad to know by what 
answer that young gentleman: 
would repel his arguments.” 

He then, to my infinite horror, 
satdown, and left me with the 
eyes of the assembly fixed upon 
me, as if waiting for my HBr ; 
but not having any precisely 
ready, I thought it best to be tak- 
en suddenly ill, and to leave the 
room. 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN MONITOR 


Essays on Truth and Error. 
No. 8. 
ON REGENERATION, ADOPTION, 
AND PERFECTION. 

Tue great design of God in 
sending out the gospel is to pre- 
pare a people for his praise among 
guilty lost men. ‘This design. we 
have seen, is not fully accomplish- 
ed by the death of Christ, nor by 
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his ascension and _ intercession. 
It is not effected by giving us the 
light of the gospel only ; for un- 
der this light multitudes remain 
as ungodly as before. Neither 
are men pardoned or justified, or 
accepted in Christ, without some 
change wrought in them. Hence 
it is an explicit declaration of our 
Lord, “ Except a man be born 
again, he cannot see the kingdom 
of God.” In view of this most 
solemn and awful assertion, we 
cannot be too anxious to know 
qwhat the new birth is, and wheth- 
er we have passed from death to 
life. 

1. There isgreat need of a very 
thorough and essential change in 
us, before we can see God in peace. 
The argument is brief. Godis ho- 
ly. Weare all polluted and unholy 
sinners. ‘Therefore we must be- 
come holy, orin other words, be re- 
newed ; or it is forever impossible 
we should dwell with God above. 
Let us recal to mind the proof we 
gave ina former Essay of the to- 
tal, inherent, and universal de- 
pravity or corruption of men; and 
we need no longer marvel that 
Christ has said unto us, “ Ye must 
be born again.” 

2. It must be a very great 
change. ‘This is apparent from 
many passages of scripture. Itis 
called, a being born again, pass- 
ing from death to life, being 
brought out of darkness into mar- 
vellous light, becoming new crea- 
tures, being transformed by the 
renewing of our minds, being 
made partakers of the divine na- 
ture, the washing of regeneration, 
and renewing of the Holy Ghost, 
with many other equally forcible 
expressions. Indeed, it is the 
work which is to transform an evil 
and devilish creature into the 
image of God; to make an heir- 
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apparent of hell meet for. the in- 
heritance of the saints in light. 
It must be a radical and total 
change. 

8. God is the Author of this 
work. It.is not of him that will- 
eth,nor of him that runneth, but 
of God that sheweth mercy. The 
children of God are born, not o 
blood, nor of the willof the flesh, 
nor of the will of man, but o 
God. The clearest light of the 
gospel does not produce it. The 
most faithful and powerful preach- 
ing leaves the souls of the hearers 
dead in trespasses and sins. All 
the exertions of men and angels 
may sooner move, or even create 
aworld. ‘The sinner himself does 
not co-operate with the Divine 
Spirit, till the change is wrought. 
Before, he resists the influence 
with his whole might, and mind, 
and heart. After, a moment af- 
ter, he is no longer disposed to re- 
sist; but, with his whole soul, re- 
pents, believes, and submits to 
God. Nor is it by constraint, but 
willingly. He is made willing, in 
the day of power. 

4. Nevertheless means are used; 
of which there may be a variety. 
Baptismal dedication by pious 
parents, with early and faithful 
religious instruction, may be the 
chosen means of making souls the 
vessels of mercy. The conversa- 
tion and lives of God’s people 
may be selected by him for the 
same end. Nay, even the exam- 
ple of the wicked, and their fatal 
end, may excite salutary fears in 
others, and the troubles of life 
may awaken anxiety. But above 


all, the word of God, read and 
heard, is the instituted means, 
and the means most usually em- 
loyed to reconcile man to God,- 
ndeed, whatever other means 
are used, the influence of them is, 
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to excite attention to the truth; 
and it is by the truth that sinners 
are made free. We do not mean 
that even the truth has any ef- 
ficiency in itself; nor that in the 
immediate act of raising the soul 
to life. God uses any means. That 
isan act of creating power; in 
which he speaks, and it is done. 
But it is generally in connection 
with means ; as the walls of Jer- 
ico fell, when the trumpets were 
blown’; or as thie dry bones were 
moved into life, when Ezekiel 
prophecied.—From this view it 
results, that all attempts to excite 
bodily agitations, and those pas- 
sions which are purely animal ; 
attempts which ghana even in- 
volvean exhibition of truth,are un- 
authorized and unhallowed means. 

5. In what manner is the work 
wrought ? Our Lord has checked 
presumptuous inquiries on this 

int by saying, the wind bloweth 
where it listeth, and thou hearest 
the sound thereof; but canst not 
tell whence it cometh, nor wheth- 
er it goeth: so is every one that 
is born of the Spuit. There are 
doubtless, diversities of operations 
in different persons; but it is 
the same God that worketh all in 
all. That in every case the 
change is instantaneous, is evi- 
dent; for it is in the nature of 
thingsimpossible that a person, at 
any given time, should be neither a 
friend, nor an enemy of God ; 
neither penitent, nor impenitent ; 
neither a child of God, nor a child 
of the wicked one; neither for 
Christ, nor against him. Yet the 
evidence that such a change is 
wrought may be very gradually 
unfolded to the mind ‘of the per- 
son himself. The Spirit of God 
is invisible, and his manner of 


operating on the soul deeply hid: 
den from human view. 

6. A more important inquiry is, 
What is the nature of the p vent ? 
It is a spiritual change. It is 
wrought upon the soul. It is 
a change of heart, or disposition, 
or nature. It has relation princi- 
pally to spiritual and eternal 
things; although all things will 
become new. The essence of the 
alteration consists in a change to- 
ward God. It is reconciliation 
with God. Before this change, 
a person fated God, now he loves 
him, with all the heart. He de- 
lights in holiness, and loves God 
because he is holy. He delights 
in all the attributes or perfections 
ef God ; in all his word, all his 
will, all his ways. Love to God 
involves submission ; or a perfect 
consent of heart to be in the 
hands of an absolute Sovereign, 
and that all creation should be at 
His disposal. : 

Regeneration involves that re- 
pentance for sin, and faith in the 
Lord Jesus Christ, of which wé 
gave a full discussion in our last 
number. 

It implies humility, or self- 
abasement—a deep view of our 
unworthiness, pollution, and guilt 
—and a willingness to be account- 
ed as nothing, that God may be 
all in all; to come to Christ as 
mere beggars, and ever to live by 
begging. Humility before God 
also disposes the believer to con- 
descension and meekness toward 
men, esteeming others better than 
himself. 

It includes the /ove of our fel- 
low-creatures. Without the re- 
newing of the Holy Ghost we are 
selfish, malevolent, hateful, and 
hating one another. But the new- 
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‘orn soul has an unfeigned regard ion, but a new creature. He is 


o all men. He loves them of the not a Jew (an Israelite indeed) 
nousehold of faith, who bear the who is one outwardly ; but he 
image of Clirist, with a peculiar, a Jew who is one inw ardly, whose 
complacent, and endearing affec- circuineision is that of the heart, 
tion. He loves the immpenitent in the spirit, and not in the let. 
and ungedly with a regard of be- ter, w hose praise is not of men, 
nevolence and pity. Heloveshis but of God. 
enemies; and forgives those who 7. How does the believer obtain 
injure and revile him, not su! Yering evidence that he is born of God ? 
the sun to go down on his wrath. —From one expression of Paul, 
Finally, in the act of renewing (the spirit itself beareth witness 
the heart, God implants in the with our spirits that we are the 
human soul a new and hely prin- children of God,) some support 
ciple ; comprehending ail the ho- may seem to be given toa prevail- 
ly affections, designs and purposes ing sentiment, thatevery ene who 
which the law and gospel require. is renewed will infullibly know 
He restores the image of God, that he is, and at the very time 
which Adam lost. He gives all the work is wrought. But else- 
the essential qualities of a child where, and very “generally, we 
of God. The believer is created are Wirected to a close eaviinina- 
anew in Christ Jesus, in right- tion of our~hearts and lives, as a 
eousness and true holiness after source ef evidence. We are di- 
the imageof Him whohas wrought rected to the fruits of the spirit, 
the work, by that spirit which he or the effects he produces in our 
has shed on him abundantly. inward affections, and external 
It is not sufficient to make us conduct. Hence I amled to con- 
children of light, that we are born clude, that the way in which the 
of pious parents ; that weare bap- spirit testifies is, not by any di- 
tized into the holy name; that rect and immediate and rp ti- 
we become convinced of the truth; ble ar pg voice, vision, or affla- 
that we renounce one connection tus; but by producing those abid- 
or persuasion for another: that ing effects in our hearts, which 
we have had the most awful view evince, on careful inspection, and 
of our danger, or the most pun- impartial comparison with the 
gent conviction of sin; that we scriptures, that he dwelleth in us. 
adandon our vicious courses, or I am aware that this sentiment 
vain and thoughtless life; that we will be deemed the opinion of one 
cultivate good principles within who abideth still in darkness, if it 
us, Which wo lost sinnereverhad; should meet the eye of any per- 
that we commence neglected du- son who believes he has received 
ties, or walk in God’s holy ordi- a direct and explicit testimony. 
nances; that we are raised high Yet I can find no scripture but 
in jov, and comfort, and zeal. the above-mentioned, which has 
Nothing but a new heart, a holy, the least bearing onthe sentiment 
humble, penitent, believing, bro- I ai opposing. And I must take 
ken heart, will be deemed recon- leave to say, that I know many 
ciliation with God. Jn Christ persons, who appear as sincere, 
Jesus neither circumcision avail- Fumble, living christians, who 
eth any thing, nor uncircumeis- have had no “sensible revelation 
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on. this point, and are often in 
doubt whether they were ever 
translated into the kingdom. And 
{ know many other persons, who 
assure me, with great positiveness, 
that they do abso! lutely know they 
were converted at a certain time, 
who live (and some of them will 
acknowledge that they live,) now 
for months and years in known, 
habitual, and allowed sin! I ad- 
duceexamples, rather than scrip- 
ture, on this point, because the 
advocates of the principle in ques- 
tion support it in the same way ; 
and sc¥da om refer to the sacred 
oracles. 

Nor, on the other hand, let us 
overlook internal evidence alto- 
gether, and conclude our state 
good. because men can find little 
fault with our lives. We must 
not look to men for evidence, nor 
yet expect an immediate revela- 
tion from God; but search our 
hearts, and diligently inquire 
whether we find there the fruits 
of the in-dwelling spirit, which as 
a fou: itain, pr oduces s pure streams 
in our lives: whichis in us a well 

water, springing up tuto ever- 
lasite life. 

8. What are the fruits of Re- 
seqneihan ?—they are Adoption ; 
a holy life; a spiritual warfare ; 
and progressive sanctification, or 
growth in grace; Unconverted 
men are aliens from God, and stran- 
gers from the covenants of prom- 
ise. Renovated souls are adopt- 
ed into the family of God, who 
sends forth the spirit of his Son 
into their hearts, crying Abba, 
Father. Being born of the s rit, 
they are by birth and in ee 
true real children of God. They 


feel toward him as children to 
a Father; and he as a Father re- 
ceives them. and manifests him- 
self to them as he does not te the 
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world. Yet they 


are the same 
persons who w ere but lately aliens 
and enemies and outcasts. 
Therefore the act of God in re- 
ceiving them is an act of adoption ; 
as if a man should take the most 


unworthy of poor creatures, not 
connected with himself, and make 
him his son and heir. So recon- 
ciled sinners are children of God ; 
and if children, then heirs: heirs 
of God, and joint heirs with Christ, 
&e. The promises 3 are theirs, all 
yea and amen in Christ Jesus. 
The privileges of children are 
theirs, while on earth. Life and 
death are theirs: theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven. ‘This is the 
blessedness to which God admits 
those who are born from above. 
They are the Lord’s; they are 
Christ’s, and Christ is God's. 
And God is their God forever. 
They have communion with God 
on earth in prayer, and shall see 
his face in eternal peace. Anoth- 
er effect of Regeneration is a holy 
ye. The renewing of the spirit 
alone is the good tree, which will 
roduce eood fruit; and this must 
and will produce it. ‘The renew- 
ed man has respect unto all God’s 
commandments. He delights in 
the law of the Lord, after the in- 
ner man. He walks in all the 
statutes and ordinances of God. 
He reserves no lust; he retains 
noidol. He now serves God, not 
from any selfish or worldly mo- 
tives; not from fear of wrath, or 
hope of favor; but from love to 
God, and from hatred to sin. He 
walks with God, in newness of 
life, in all manner of holy con- 
versation and Godliness; in all 
those particular duties which one 
of my welcome fellow-laborers in- 
culcates in his * Essays on Practi- 
cal Religion.” If we do not fol- 
low the Lord wholly, we have ne 
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evidence that we have reccived 
Christ into our hearts. 

But the believer has a warfare 
in his breast; and it is a conse- 
quence of his having passed from 
death to life. ‘The impenitent 
sinner has often a troubled breast: 
one sclfish evil passion counteracts 
another; he has many struggles 
with conscience, and with shame 
and fear. But:in the renewed 
man alone does the flesh lust 
against the spirit, and the spirit 
against the flesh. He alone has 
eyes to see the exceeding sinful- 
ness of sin yet remaining in him ; 
he alone has a holy heart to hate 
sin, to grieve on account of it, to 
strive against it, and to abhor 
himself for its pollutions and 
abominations. I know that some 
who bave a form of Godliness are 
very little troubled with daily sin; 
and seldom mourn over their evil 
hearts. But I also know that the 
scriptural people of God had much 
warfare with remaining corrup- 
tion, and were continually lament- 
ing that in many things they of- 
fended, and in all things came 
short of the glory of God. I 
know that some at this day pre- 
tend to have attained to per fee tion, 
and say they live totally without 
sin. But I also know that the 
chief of all the Apostles counted 
not himself to have apprehended, 
either were already perfect; but 
that, after several years of close 
walking with God, he exclaimed, 
O wretched man that I em, who 
shall deliver me from the body of 
this death ?—Must not every be- 
lever adopt the language of Job? 
If I justify myself, mine own 
mouth shall condemn me: i if I say 
I am perfect, it shall also prove 
me perverse.— 

But do not the scriptures as- 

eribe perfection to some believ- 


> true; but what perfection? 
— “8 perfect man is one who has 
graces of a perfect kind; such as 
real love to God, real humility, 
and filial fear of the same kind 
as those which are found in an- 
gels, as those which dwelt in 
Christ; also genuine repentence, 
and unfeigned faith. He is one 
who has ail the graces or priiei- 
ples of a child of God, and is 
therefore a perfeet child. He has 
regard to God’s perfect law, in 
all .its branches; and sincerely 
aims at universal obedience. He 
condemns and abhors himself for 
every sin, or coming short of the 
olor y of God in the. least thing. 
He ‘is soing on to absolute and 
complete perfection; at this he 
aims with his whole heart: and 
short of this he will never rest. 
Which leads me to remark that 
another fruit. of Regeneration is 
progressive sanctificaton, or 
growth in grace. A -soulissanc- 
tified, or made holy, when he is 
renewed. But corruptions re- 
main; and real erace needs to be 
confirmed and increased. He is 
renewed, day by ra watches, 
prays, strives < against sin; daily 
finds himself a guilty and polluted 
sinner, and fites 40 Christ for fresh 
supplies of pardon, of cleansing 
blood, of upholding and strength- 
ening grace. The greater attain- 
ments “he makes in wisdom and 
grace, the more active is his victo- 
ry over sin; and yet the more 
clearly does he see himself a sin- 
ner; the more painfully and hum- 
bly does he ery, behold, I am vile. 
Yet this same view and experi- 
ence of the evil, subtlety and pow- 
er of sin that dwellet!: in him, 
leads him to live more simply and 
wholly on his Immanuel. And 


this Captain of his salvation will 
perfect inhim all the good pleasure 
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of his will; till at length he will 
change his vile body like unto his 
own most glorious body, and pre- 
sent him fauitless before the pres- 
ence of his & glory with exceeding 


jOYy.— 


Regeneration is no trifling, ex- 
ternal, or transient change. It 
has many counterfeits; nothing 
but pure gold will endure when 
tried in the fire. Haamine your- 
selves, my beloved readers, wheth- 
er ye bein the faith; prove your 
own selves: know ye not your own 
selves, how that Jesus Christ is in 
you, except ye be reprobates ? 

VERAX. 


FROM THE EVANGELICAL MAGAZINE. 


The Seventh annual Address of 


the minister of Iver to his pa- 

rishioners. 
Dearrty BeLoven. 

Te object of my last year’s 
Address was to invite you to pub- 
lic prayer; to urge your frequent 
attendance at the house of God, 
and your devout use of the Evan- 
velical Liturgy, with which we 
are blessed. 

The aim of my present Ad- 
dress is to recommend and en- 
join ferveut prayer in_ private. 
{ndeed, my brethren, the great 
end of my preaching is accom- 
plished, if I awaken in your 
hearts a spirit of earnest suppli- 

cation, and make you a praying 
people. Unless my sermons are 
blessed with the effect of bringing 
you often on your knees, of hum- 
bling you at a throne of grace, 
and of leading you to wrestle in 
prayer fer spiritual blessings, I 
preach in vain,and youhearin vain. 
What avails the setting before 
you your guilt and danger as sin- 
ners, if you are not constrained 


to cry to God for merey ? What 
avails preaching Christ crucified, 

if your hearts be not drawn to 
ml 4 salvation through Him? 
What avails the proclaiming God's 
willingness to grant the Holy 
Spirit 1 to them that ask him, if you 
neglect to comply with this sim- 
ple condition? But, Oh! what 
an abundant blessing would fol- 

low my ministerial labors among 
you, would you all but pray over 
in secret the instructions you re- 

ceive from the pulpit! would you 
hasten home, without waiting for 
the customary, though mistimed 
salutations, while the recollec- 
tion isfresh, the impression strong, 
and the heart full, te ask God. in 
the name of his dear Son, to bless 
and to appiy what you have just 
heard to your soul’s goed. ‘Thus 
you would make your hearing 
pr ofitable indeed; thus you would 
6 mark, learn, and inwardly di- 
gest,’ the word preached; and, 
the seed sown by your minister a! 
Church, would not be exposed to 
the enemy of your souls, nor 

stifled by ‘the cares and concerns 
of the world; but would sink 


deep into your hearts, be watered ° 


by the dew of heaven, and bring 
forth fruits of righteousness an 
hundred fold. 

Do you ask me what prayer is? 
‘It is the vwice of want to Him, 
who alone can relieve it; itis the 
cry of sin to Him, who alone can 
pardon it. If is not eloquence 
but earnestness.’ It is not fine 
words nor flowing periods, but i 
is a deep sense of our guilt as sin- 
ners, urging us to approach the 
Savior, and to seek pardon, help, 
and salvation, with strong crying : 
it may be with tears and groan- 
ings ‘which cannot be uttered. 
Did you ever hear a man that was 
starving, beg for bread >—thué 
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was prayer. Did you ever wit- 
ness the agonizing cry of the con- 
demned criminal for mercy ?— 
that was prayer. Did you ever 
behold the shipwrecked mariner 
looking wishfully to those on shore 
for rescue that was prayer. 
The Publican prayed when he 
cried, ** God be merciful to me, a 
sinner !°? Peter prayed when he 
said, ** Lord save me, or I perish!” 
Bartimeus prayed when he ex- 
claimed, * Jesus, thou Son of Da- 
vid, have mercy on me!” Ste- 
phen prayed when he uttured 
these words: * Lord Jesus, re- 
ceive my spirit!” In all those in- 
stances the words of the petition 
vere plain and simple; they 
could not indeed be more so; but 
in each it was.real prayer. be- 
cause it came from the heart: 
ind therefore was heard and gra- 
ciously answered by him to whom 
it was addressed. ‘The Publican 
went down to his house justiiie d; 
Peter was upheld from sinking 
by the sustaining arm of C hrist ; : 
po Bartimeus was restered to 
cht; Stephen fell asleep in Je- 
cus in a calm and forgiving Spirit. 
Indeed I know not how sufiicient- 
iy to rep resent to you the prevail- 
ue eflicacy of eenuine prayer. 
it besieges Heaven with a holy 
violence, accostine God in the 
language of the v <‘.stling Patri- 
arch: ** [ will not let thee oo, ex- 
cept thou bless me.” We know 
‘hat it has stayed the pestilence ; 
chat it has caused the Sun to stand 
still in the heavens; that it has 
narted the sea: opened the pris- 
m-doors. healed the sick, and 
ised the dead to life: nay,at 
sas done more; it has melted the 
stnbborn soul; it has bound up 
the broken-hearted ; it has chang- 
od the proud sinner into the hum- 


ble saint; and restored to offend. 
ing may the lost i image of his God. 
Do you ask what is the proper sea- 
son for prayer? I answer, in the 
Apostle’s words, “ Pray without 
ceasing!” I mean not that you 
should be always on your knees. 
or always lifting up your voice to 
Heaven ; but that you should con- 
stantly cherish a praying spirit, 
and be ready to frame a prayer 
from the circumstances about vou. 
Are you blessed with temporal 
mercies, With a comfortable com- 
petence, a smiling family, a fair 
reputation : ? Pray that these bless- 
ings may hot pr ove a snare to you, 
le at they rob the gracious Giver 
of your heart, and you have your 
“good things” upon earth only. 
Are you tried in your health, ta 
your circumstances, in your a. 
ily ? Pray that the will of God 
may be accomplished in the dis- 
pe nsation, that you may discern 
the drift of his providence,. may 
meet it with humble resign ation 
and reap the blessing. Are yon 
called to undertake some arduous 
duty, or encounter some severe 
temptation : P =Pray that God's 
strength may De feriec ted in your 
weakness, that his erace may he 
sufficient for you, and that you 
may come off more than conqu er. 
er through him that loved you. 
Are you going to church ? Pray 
that vour hearts may > be dev antly 
disposed, that you nay enjoy 
God’ $ fracious presence, and wor- 
sip him in spirit and in truth. 
Are you leavis ie Church ? stay 
that you may carry home the! 
ing, and that you may evidence 
in your tempers and your lives 
that you “have indeed been with 
Jesus.” Pein the day with 
prayer! It is the golden key, 


that unlocks Heaven to pour down 
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blessings on you. End the day 
with prayer! It is the same gold- 
en key that locks you under Heav- 
en’s protection. 

Pray for your friends, that they 
may be near and dear to God; 
way for your enemies, that their 
hearts may be changed, and their 
souls saved; and when you have 
nearest access toa throne of grace, 
and feel your hearts in a heaven- 
ly frame, pray for your minister, 
that his soul may prosper, and be 
in health; that God would teach 
him, that he may teach others, 
and become the honored, though 
humble, instrument of bringing 
many souls to glory. 

I remain, dearly beloved, your 
affectionate minister and servant 
in Christ, 

EDWARD WARD. 

Fai. 1815. 


Origin of Sunday Schools. 


[The following letter was written by 
Rosert Raikes, of Gloucester, (Eng.) 
who is entitled to the honor of being 
considered the Founder of the Sunday 
School, 2n institution which has already 
been of incredible benefit to thousands, 
not only of children, but of adults. ] 

Gloucester, Nov. 25,[ 1783. | 
“ Sir, 

* My friend the Mayor, has 
just communicated to me the let- 
ter whieh you have honored him 
with. inquiring into the nature of 
the Sunday Schools. The begin- 
ning of this scheme was entirely 
owing to accident. Some business 
leading me one morning into the 
suburbs of the city, where the 


lowest of the people (who are 
principally employed in the pin- 
manufactory) chiefly reside. LF was 
struck with concern at seeing a 
group of children, wretchedly rag- 


“ ag + } oh-w, 
ved, at play in the street. 


1 ask- 


ed an inhabitant whether those 
children belonged to that part of 
the town, and lamented their mis- 
ery and idleness. Ah! Sir, said 
the woman to whom I was speak- 
ing, could you take a view of this 
part of the town on a Sunday, 
you would be shocked indeed ; 
for then the street is filled with 
multitudes of these wretches, who, 
released on that day from employ- 
ment, spend their time in noise 
and riot, playing at chuck, and 
cursing and swearing in a manner 
so horrid, as to convey to any se- 
rious mind an idea of hell rather 
than any other place. We have 
a worthy clergyman, said she, 
Minister ef our parish, who has 
put seme of them to school ; but 
upon ‘the Sabbath, they are all 
given up to follow their inclina- 
tions without restraint, as their 
parents, totally abandoned them- 
selves, have no idea of instilling 
into the minds of their children 
principles to which they them- 
selves are entire strangers. 

* ‘This conversation surgested 
to me, that it would at least be a 
harmless attempt, if it were pro- 
ductive of no good, should some 
little plan be formed to check this 
deplorable profanation of the Sab- 
bath. I then inquired of the 
woman, if there were any decent 
well-disposed- women in_ the 
neighborhood, who kept schools 
for teaching to read. Simsetetie 
was directed to four. To these |] 
applied and made an agreement 
with them, to receive as many 
children as I should send upor 
the Sunday, whom they were te 
instruct in reading, and in the 
church catechism. For this I en- 
gaged to pay them each a shilling 
for their day’s employment. The 
women seemed pleased with the 
preposal. 





I then waited on the 
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Clergyman before mentioned, and parents; not to offend God by 
imparted to him my plan. He cursing and swearing ; and such 
was so much satisfied with the little plain precepts as all may 
idea, that he engaged to lend his understand. As my profession is 
assistance, by going round to the that of a printer, t have printed 
schools on a Sunday afternoon to a little book, which I give amongst 
examine the progress that was them: and some friends of mine, 
made, and to enforce order and subscribers to the Society for 
decorum among such a set of lit- promoting Christian knowledge, 
tle heathens. sometimes make me a present of 
« This, Sir, was the commence- a parcel of Bibles, Testaments, 
ment of the plan. It is now &c. which I distribute as rewards 
about three years since we began, to the deserving. The success 
and I could wish you were here that has attended this scheme has 
to make inquiry into the effect. induced one or two of my friends 
A woman who lives in a lane to adopt the plan, and set u 
where I had fixed a school, told Sunday Schools in other parts of 
me some time ago, that the place the city, and now a whole parish 
was quite a heaven upon Sundays, has taken up the object; so that 
compared to what it used to be. J flatter myself in time the good 
The numbers who have learned effects will appear so conspicuous 
to read and say their catechism as to become generally adopted. 
are so great, that [ am astonished The number of children at pres- 
at it. Upon the Sunday after- ent thus engaged on the Sabbath, 
noon, the mistresses take their are between two.and three hun- 
scholars to church, a place into dred, and they are increasing eve- 
which neither they nor their an- ry week, as the benefit is univer- 
cestors ever entered, with a view sally seen. I have endeavored to 
to the glory of God. But what engage the clergy of my acquaint- 
is yet more extraordinary, within ance that reside in their parishes. 
this month, these little ragamuf- One has entered into the scheme 
fins have in great numbers taken with great fervor; and it was in 
it into their heads to frequentthe order to excite others to follow 
early morning prayers, which are his example, that I inserted in m 
held every morning at the cathe- paper the paragraph which I sup- 
dral at seven o’clock. I believe pose you saw copied into the Lon- 
there were near fifty this morn- don papers. I cannot express to 
ing. They assemble at the house you the pleasure I often receive, 
of one of the mistresses, and walk in discovering genius and innate 
before her to church, twoand two, good dispositions, among this lit- 
in as much order as a company tle multitude. It is botanizing 
of soldiers. I am generally at in human nature. I have often, 
ehurch, and after service they all too, the satisfaction of receiving 
come round me to make their thanks from parents, for the re- 
bow ; and if any animosities have formation they perceive in their 
arisen to make their complaint. children. Often I have given 
The great principle I inculcate, them kind admonitions, which | 
is, to be kind and good-natured always do in the mildest and gen- 
to each other; not to provoke tlest manner. The going among 
one another: tobe dutiful to their them, doing them little kindnes- 
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ses, distributing trifling rewards, 
and ingr atiating myself “with them, 
I hear, have given me an ascen- 
dancy, greater than I ever could 
have imagined $ for I am told by 
their mistresses that they are very 
much afraid of my displeasure. 
if you ever pass through Glouces- 
ter, J shali be happy to pay my 
respects to you, and to show you 
the effects of this effort at civiliiza- 
tion. If the glory of God be 
promoted in any, even in the 
smallest degree, society must reap 
some benefit. If good seed be 
sown in the mind, at an early pe- 
viod of human life, though it 
shows itself not again for many 
years, it may please God, at some 
future period, to cause it to spring 
up, and to bring forth a plenteous 
harvest. 

“With regard to the rules 
adopted, | only require that they 
come to the school on § Sunday as 
clean as possible. Many wert at 
first deterred because they want- 
ed decent clothing, but I could 
not undertake to supply this de- 
fect. I argue, therefore, if you 
can loiter about without shoes, and 
ina ragged coat, you may as well 
come to school, and fearn what 
may tend to your good in that 
garb. I reject none on that foot- 
ine. All that require. are clean 
hands, clean face, and the hair 
combed ; If you have no clean 
shirt, come in that you have on. 
The want of decent apparel, at 
first, kept great numbers at a dis- 
tance, but they now begin to grew 
wiser, and all are pressing to 
learn. Ihave had the good Tuck 
to procure places for some that 
were deserving, which has been 
of greatuse. You will under- 
stand that these children are from 
six years to twelve or fourteen. 





Boys and girls above this age: 
who have been totally undisci- 
plined, are generally too refracto- 
ry for this government. A refor- 
mation in society seems to me 
only practicable by establishing 
notices of duty and_ practica 
habits of order and decorum at 
an early stave. Buf whither am 
1 running ? ‘I am ashamed to see 
how much I have trespassed on 
your patience; but I thought the 
most complete idea of Sunday 
Schools, was to be conveyed to 
you by telling what first suggest- 
ed the thought. ‘The same sen- 
timents would have arisen in your 
mind, had they happened to have 
been called forth, as they were 
suggested to me. 

*T do not think I have written 
so long a letter for some years. 
But you will excuse me ; my heart 
is warm in the cause. l think this 
the kind of reformation most re- 
quisite in this kingdom. Let our 
patriots employ themselves in res- 
cuing their countrymen from that 
despotism, which tyrannical pas- 
sions and vicious inclinations ex- 
ercise over them, and they will 
find that true liberty and nation- 
al welfare are more essentially 
promoted, than by any reform in 

arliament. 

“« As often as I have attempted 
to conclude, some new idea has 
arisen. ‘This is strange, as I am 
writing to a person whom [ never 
have. and perhaps never may see; 
but [- have felt that we think 
alike: I shall therefore only add 
my ar dent wishes, that your views 
of promoting the ot ore of 
society may be attended with ev- 
ery possible success, conscious 
that your own internal enjoy- 
ment will thereby be considera- 
bly advanced.” 





————Ss 
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FOR THE MONITOR. 


in Address to Benevolent Fe- 
males. 


Tue time has come when the 
word of the Lord by Haggai ap- 
plies to us; “ Ge up to the moun- 
tain, and bring wood, and build 
the house: and I will take pleas- 
ure in it, and I will be glorified 
saith, the Lord.” The time has 
come when every possible exer- 
tion should be made for the spread 
of the Gospel ameng the destitute 
and for the consequent advance- 
ment of the Redeemer’s kingdom 
on earth. And cannot females 
do something? can they not do 
much ma this great object? 
Consider for a moment what they 
have done. When the taberna- 
cle was set up in the wilderness 
every person was employed. “And 
they came,” says the sacred 
historian, “ every one whose heart 
stirred him up, and every one 
whom his spirit made willing, 
and they brought the Lord’s of- 
fering to the work of the taber- 
nacle of the congregation. And 
they came both men and women, 
as many as were willing hearted, 
and brought bracelets, and ear- 
rings, and rings, and tablets, all 
jewels of gold. And all the 
women that were wise-hearted 
did spin with their hands, and 
brought that which they had spun, 
both of blue and of purple, and 
of scarlet, and of fine linen. And 
all the women whose heart stirred 
them up in wisdom, spun goat’s 
hair.” Thus you see, women 
found ample employment in that 
day. Neither were their exer- 
tions confined to that period. 


joined with their prudent conduct, 


people from utter ruin. The 
widow of Sarepta, who sustained 
Klijah in the famine, and the 
Shunamite, whose son Elisha rais- 
ed, were both examples of what 
pious women have done, and may 
still do for the cause of religion. 
In the days of our Savior females 
were much distinguished. A few 
pious women were among his con- 
stant followers, and even stood 
by him until death, when his other 
disciples had all forsaken him and 
fled. And when Joseph of Ari- 
mathea and Nicodemus entombed 
the body, these women followed 
after and beheld the sepulchre, 
and how his body was laid; and 
they returned and prepared spices 
and ointments. It was to these 
women that Jesus made his first 
appearance after his resurrection, 
even to Mary Magdalene, and 
Joanna, and Mary the mother of 
James, and other wemen that were 
with them. The offence of the 
cross never seemed to intimidate 
them, and hence in the Acts of the 
Apostles mention is. repeatedly 
made of honorable women not a 
few who believed the Gospel. 
This repeated mention in the 
Scriptures of distinguished fe- 
males is a proof that they were 
noticed of God as aiding in 
building up his cause. The spir- 
it manifested by these females 
did not ascend with them to heav- 
en. Their mantles I am persuad- 
ed do rest on some of this genera- 
tion. In our own vicinity within 
a short time past, a few daughters 
have done worthily. When the 
Maine Missionary Society went 
into operation, which was in the 


year 1808, there was scarce a fe- 
Esther and her maidens, by their male charitable societ 
persevering prayers and fastings, kind in this District. 


of any 
here are 
now upwards of 20 Cent Socie- 


were the means of delivering her ties, which have paid into the mis- 
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sionary fund something more than 
$1200 in 8 years. Thus have the 
exertions of females alone suppli- 
ed the destitute in our own vi- 
cinity with nearly three years of 
missionary labor in eight. Is not 
this worthy of imitation ? Will 
it not excite a similar spirit in 
others ? Will it not stimulate to 
the same kind of exertion ? 
Another channel has of late 
opened in this District. An in- 
stitution has been incorporated 
for the express purpose of aiding 
oung men of suitable talents and 
opeful piety to acquire such an 
education as will qualify them 
to become useful ministers in our 
new towns. The institution is 
about to go into operation in the 
town of Hampden, on Penobscot 
river. It takes the name of the 
** Maine Charity School.” About 
$900 have already been paid into 
the hands of the ‘Treasurer by be- 
nevolent females alone. As soon 
as it amounts to 1000 dollars, the 
annual interest is to be applied for 
the education of pious young men. 
Another Society is already in 
operation among us. An associa- 
tion, called “the Society for 
Theological Education,” has done 
something towards the great ob- 
ject of aiding destitute young 
men of piety, to obtain a suitable 
education, either at a College, or 
with a private instructer, so that 
they might become Ministers, and 
a supply be furnished for the des- 
titute partsof ourland. = 
These, and‘similar institutions 
must be supported. ‘ Ye daugh- 
ters of Zion, ve, who can feel 
and who have the means, the ap- 
peal is made to you.” You per- 
haps do something already toward 
these objects. But can you not 
do more > You perhaps belong to 
a Cent Seciety. Can you not in- 
crease your annual subscription 


without feeling it. You perhaps 
now give 50 centsa year. Can 
you not increase it to 60, to 75, 
or to 100 without any material 
inconvenience ? Do think of it. 
“The fields are already white 
unto harvest.” Measures are in 
train to supply the fields with la- 
borers. Means are wanted. 
While we wait, thousands are 
perishing—going into that world, 
where your charity, your compas- 
sion can never reach them. ‘They 
are now prisoners of hope. Let 
your compassion be extended, 
while there is an opportunity to 
promote their eternal good. If 
possible save them from _perdi- 
tion. They will bless you in the 
dying moment; they will bless 
you at the judgment of the great 
day. How will the value of that 
property rise, which is consecrat- 
ed to save a soul from hell ? This 
will endure beyond the grave. 
That which is spent on needless 
ornaments will perish with the 
using. You feel the importance 
of the object and ask what shall 
be done. Can you not annually 
give something more than you 
have yet given P Will you not 
combine your exertions with oth- 
ers? Will you not associate 
together in every town? “Is 
there a town where the sacred 
flame cannot be communicated ? 
Will you try the experiment 
Converse on the subject, and call 
the attention of your acquaint- 
ance toit.” Where Cent Socie- 
ties already exist let the mem- 
bers try to increase their own 
subscriptions, and to get others 
to join them. Where no such 
society exists, will you not make 
an immediate attempt to form 
one ? Does not the spirit of some 
one stir them up te commence 
this good work ? Select that ob- 
ject which you think the most 
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important, either the education of 
voung men for the Ministry, or 

roviding an immediate supply for 
the destitute, or the translations 
of the scriptures for the heathen, 
or any other similar object. The 
calls for such charities are num- 
erous, and we ought to esteem it 
a privilege to be allowed to put 
eur hand to so good a work. 
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Daughters of Zion, we appeal to 
your tenderest sympathies. Shall 
the souls of multitudes perish 
when your bounty can procure 
the means to save them? We 
leave the question with you, and 
with it the words of our Lord— 
** Inasmuch as ye have done it unto 
one of the least of these, my breth- 
ren, ye have done it unto me.” 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. - 


Extracts from the Letters of 
Messrs. Hall and Newell. 


Dec. 318t.1815.¢—“We are now brought 
to the close of another year. The Lord 
has done great things for us whereof 
we are glad ; and it becomes us to re- 
cord his goodness with gratitude and 
praise, and to confess that we are less 
than the least of all his mercies. We 
have not merely the ordinary mercies of 
God to acknowledge, but also the ex- 
traordinary interpositions of his proyi- 
dence in favor of our mission, which 
deserve to be perpetually engraven on 
our hearts. In times of darkness he 
has caused light to spring up, and in 
times of trial and affliction he has been 
our consolation. 

“With respect to the quiet establish- 
ment of our mission here, the Lord 
has exceeded our most sanguine ex- 
pectation. Notwithstanding the very 
peculiar circumstances, which at differ- 
ent times seemed in human view, to 
render our settlement here utterly 
hopeless, still we are now settled here 
with full permission to pursue our 
work in this very important field. 
These are the Lord’s doings, it is mar- 
vellous in our eyes—blessed be the 
name of the Lord. 

“* We have been, blessed in the study 
ef the language and manners of the 
heathen, and we have been enabled to 
make so much progress, that they 
may now daily hear from us in their 
ewn language the wonderful works of 
God. We can now say, that we preach 
Christ to hundreds of them every week. 
But how long it will please God to 


withhold his converting grace, and 
thus to try our humility, our patience 
and our faith, we cannot know. But 
this we know, that “we shall reap in 
due time if we faint not.” 

*“ We have translated Matthew’s Gos- 
pel, a considerable part of the other 
three Gospels, the first three chapters 
of Genesis, and several other portions 
of Scripture. We have also translated 
a short catechism, and prepared seve- 
ral tracts ; of the latter we have several 
copies which we are constantly lending 
about among the people. And we re- 
gret extremely that we have but so dis- 
tanta prospect of commencing the 
printing of Scripture tracts. 

“Our English school contains about 
twenty-five boys. Though Christianity 
is not taught directly in the school, yet 
we trust that the manner in which it is 
taught will convey to the minds of the 
youth such moral instruction, as will 
powerfully tend to undermine their 
superstitions and lead them to a knowl- 
edge of the true God. 

“In the school under the native teach- 
er who is a Brahmin, there are about 
twenty-five boys. 

“ Thus we close the year with much 
to encourage us. But to go forward 
with nothing but encouragement is not 
the lot of missionaries. The year has 
not passed by without its trials. But 
among them all, none has been so se- 
vere, as the great breach which has 
been made upon our little number, by 
the removal of brother Nott from our 
mission. But it is our consolation, that 
it has been done by that God, who 
loves Zion with everlasting love, and 
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who in no instance will ever fail to do 
that, which will best subserve the in- 
terests of his church. 

“‘ Next to this trial is the great fear 
we have that a suitable number of mis- 
sionaries will not be seasonably pro- 
vided for this vast harvest. Our daily 
prayer to the great Lord of the harvest 
is, that he would send forth more la- 
borers into his harvest. 

“ Our preaching in English is for the 
present suspended. We cannot call 
this a discouragement. A number of 
circumstances united in producing this 
change. And this we cannot but re- 
mark took place just at the time we 
were wishing to spend our Sabbaths 
among the heathen, where we could 
preach to ten times the number, but 
which we could not well do while our 
English 
Thus it pleased Providence to furnish 
us with a small number to preach to 
in our own language, until we were 
prepared to preach to a far greater 
number, in the language of the heath- 
en. We think it not improbable how- 
ever, that circumstances may again be 
such as to render it expedient to re- 
sume the preaching in English. If our 
establishment should be enlarged by 
the addition of several other missiona- 
ries with families, we should be a little 
congregation of ourselves, and it would 
be expedient for our own edification 
and improvement to have social wor- 
ship and preaching as formerly in Eng- 
lish 

January 5th, 1816. “ We have now 
acquired so much knowledge of the 
native language as to be able to com- 
municate our ideas to the people with 
considerable facility. We cannot ex- 
pect immediately a regular assembly 
at a stated place of worship. But 
while we indulge the pleasing hope of 
hereafter seeing such a congregation, 
we must, in the mean time, instruct the 
people in such dispersed and varied 
situations, as we may findthem in. In- 
deed the people can hardly be said to 
have any regularity in the practice of 
their own religion. Their religion 
may be resolved, in general, into two 
kinds, viz. private and publie. Their 
private or domestic religion cousists 
principally of ablutions performed 
morning and evening, either by affu- 

sien or by bathing in tanks and rivers, 


reaching was continued. 
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and either more or less eogeewy ae. 
cording to their leisure and devotion, 
These ablutions are accompanied hy 
other acts of devotion, which are little 
else than “vain repetitions” of the in- 
numerable names of their innumerable 
— In their houses they worshi 
fore images or some object which 
they denominate their deity. By far 
the most common among their house- 
hold gods is Mahadave, who is wor- 
shipped under the form of the Ling. 
This image, engraved on stone, is 
placed under the shade of a shrub, 
which by attentive watering is made to 
grow in an earthern jar or a tub, ele- 
yated a yard or two from the ground, 
immediately in front of the house. 
Hence what is called their private wor- 
ship is in fact public, being openly per- 
formed by the side ofthe highway. 
“Their pubhe worship consists-.of 
their aa assemblies, their treach- 
ing assemblies, and their temple wor- 
ship. In the reading assemblies there 
is no regularity as to time or manner. 
A neighborhood larger or smaller, in- 
vite one of their own number who 
may be able to read, or come other per- 
son to read and expound to them a 
certain book. Besides these more com- 
mon reading meetings, there are per- 
sons who make it their principal busi- 
ness to read their religious books to 
the people. They fix their own time, 
and choose their own place, which is 
nerally in their temples or in build- 
ings attached to them. ‘The people 
come and go, and contribute for the 
emolument of the reader as they please. 
“Their preaching assemblies are much 
the same. The preachers, or story te/- 
lers, as their original name signifies, 
are of no particular cast. Sometimes 
they are invited toa performance bya 
neighborhood who fix up a covering 
for the assembly in the high way; and 
sometimes they are invited by individ- 
uals to private houses. But usually 
the preachers fix the time and the 
piace of their performance as they 
please, and collect as many people and 
as much money as their talents, and 
eloquence can command. A few of 
these preachers are females. The com- 
mon subjects of their preaching, af’ 
course, are the legends of their gods. 
“As to their temple worship, “their 
idols are wind and confusion.” Their 
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temples are small, perhaps from four 
to twelve or fifteen feet square, and not 
at all designed for social worship. 
Where the temples are much larger 
than this, they are divided into various 
apartments which are appropriated to 
different deities. The front part of 
the building usually consists of a por- 
tico; immediately back of the portico 
is a square room, and back of allis a 
sort ot dark, secret apartment in which 
the idol is placed. The Brahmuins at- 
tached to the temples officiate alter- 
nately near the idol, and each one takes 
for himself, all the offerings which are 
made to the image during his time of 
eervice. The people come to worship, 
individually, without the least concert ; 
and they announce their approach by 
ringing bells, a number of which are 
suspended in the portico in front of the 
idol. They take their leave of the 
idol in the same way. And as the peo- 
ple, in the evening more especially, 
are constantly going and coming, the 
ringing of bells added to the beating of 
drums, the clang of trumpets, and gab- 
bling of the people, most impressively 
shews the gods of the heathen to be 
gods, not of order, but of confusion.” 


The following extracts are from 
a letter dated, Sept. 30, 1816, 
and contain the latest intelli- 

ence from the Missionaries, 
Saas. Harr and Newer. 
‘Since we wrote last, we have had 
the satisfaction of hearing, that our 
brethren in Ceylon have obtained the 
sanction of government to their settle- 
ment in Jaffna, the place of their 
choice. They were to proceed thither 
from Columbo as soan as the season 
would permit. We expect soon to 
hear of their final settlement. Brother 

Bardwell is to come to thisplace by 

the first opportunity. The most fa- 

vourable season for coming is at hand, 
and we are expecting to see him shortly. 

We are also in expectation of receiving 

our’ Mahratta types and press by the 

next ships from Bengal. We hope to 
eommence printing early in the ensu- 
ing year. 

‘Our schools continue about in the 
game state, as when we wrote last; 

‘ar though we have opened a third 





school, the number of boys, on the 
whole, has not been increased. The 
rainy season, which is just now closing, 
is unfavorable to their attendance. 
We hope the number of pupils will be 

eater the ensuing season. 

* We continue to preach almost ev- 
ery day to the heathen, in their own 
houses, at their temples, or by the way- 
side, as we find opportunity; but we 
have not yet been able to collect a con- 
gregation to attend statedly at one 
place. We intend to make an effort 
to do this soon. Should we succeed 
in this attempt, we shall be able to in- 
troduce those interesting and impor- 
tant parts of public worship, prayer 
and praise, which we are now obliged 
to omit. It would also enable us to 
communicate our instructions more in 
the form of a regular discourse, than 
we can do at present. We have for 
some time past held a little meeting 
on Sabbath morning among the poor, 
to whom we formerly used to preach 
in English. We found that they did 
not attend either the Scotch or English 
church, and as they professed to be 
willing to come together, in their own 
neighborhood, on the Sabbath, for re- 
ligious instruction, we thought they 
ought not to be neglected. They are 
but few in number, not more than 15 
or 20 men with some women and child- 
ren, and it is seldom that more than 8 
or 10 of them attend at one time 
We cannot say that we have much ex- 
pectation, at present, of collecting any 
considerable number of persons, to 
whom we can preach in English. 
This need not discourage us at al}, 
The great business for which we came 
hither, is to preach the Gospel to those 
among whom Christ has not been nam- 
ed. In this respect we have an open 
door, and more work within the com- 
pass ofa few miles, than would suffice 
for twenty preachers. 

* Since we wrote last, the number 
of laborers in this part of the vineyard 
has been considerably increased by the 
arrival of chaplains and missionaries 
of different denominations. Two chap- 
Jains, and a missionary of the Weslevan 
connection have arrived in Bombay ; 
several chaplains and six missionaries 
from the London Society at Madrass ; 
and four or five Wesleyan missionaries 
in Ceylon. Thus the number of labor- 
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ers is increasing; but still there is 
room.” 


FROM THE RECORDER. 


State of Religion in Natchez. 


The Rev. Daniel Smith, who left 
Boston a few months since, with a 
view of promoting the interests of re- 
ligion and learning in Natchez, Missi- 
sippi Territory, has communicated to 
a friend in Boston, the following pleas- 
ing intelligence : 

“ All my exertions here are prospered 
beyond my most sanguine expecta- 
tions. Our congregation is still in- 
creasing, although the Baptists and 
Methodists have now meetings in town. 
Our house which was thought quite 
too large, is found altogether too small : 
and it is evident there is a special in- 
fluence of the Divine Spirit, on the 
hearts of the people, inclining them 
to attend and fear the word of God. 
Our prayer meeting is well attended 
and solemn. There is also a weekly 
lecture by Mr. Davis, a worthy Baptist 
minister. Two years ago, not more 
than one hundred persons were per- 
haps ever seen at church in this place. 
We have organized our little church ; 
we expect to have immediately about 
twenty members; all hopefully pious. 
The Baptists, also, have formed a 
Church with about thirteen members ; 
I rejoice in this event; there is perfect 
cordiality between the Baptists and 
us. Thecharitable Society, establish- 
ed by the Ladies, flourishes; it was 
formed Jast year, for the support and 
instruction of poor children: it has 
raised more than $2000, and is doing 
much good. 
establishment of a Lancastrian School 
under Mr. Davis, the Baptist Minister, 
which is likely to be an extensive biess- 
ing to this place- The Academy also, 
is very successful; having more than 
eighty scholars from the most respect- 
able families ; and the number is every 
week increasing. A year ago there 
was not a good school in the place ; 
now almost all the children are under 
the care of well qualified and pious 
instrnecters, 

This object I have had much at heart, 
apd I rejoice it is so soon xccomplish- 


It has occasioned the 
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ed. Many of these things augur well 
to the interests of religion in Natchez ; 
and at least there is abundant encour. 
agement to go forward in the Lord’s 
work. 


FROM THE RECORDER. 


Watertown Sabbath Schools. 

Mr. Wir.is.—Observing in your pa- 
per, that you take a particular interest 
in Sabbath Schools, I have taken the 
liberty of sending you a sketch of what 
Thad an opportunity of witnessing, 
Sabbath before last, at Watertown, 
near Boston. Being providentially im 
the town that day, I attended public 
worship. I was informed that a num- 
ber of young ladies had established a 
Sabbath School in the place, and that 
an exhibition of the improvements of 
the children was to be had immediate- 
ly after divine service. The Rev. Mr. 
Lyman of Brighton preached. In the 
afternoon he delivered an appropriate 
discourse on the education of children. 
After which there was a contribution 
to defray the expenses of the institu- 
tion Several of the pupils went round 
with their little baskets, accompanied 
by their instructresses, as collectors. 
‘This circumstance was novel and strik- 
ing. After the congregation were dis- 
missed, the little members of the school 
were collected and arranged with great 
regularity ; recited their lessons, and 
answered with remarkable readiness 
the questions put tothem ; after which 
rewards were given to those who had 
particularly distinguished themselves. 
Mr. Lyman then delivered an address 
both to the Instructresses and Pupils, 
in which all present appeared to take 
a deep interest, and closed with a 
short prayer. The occasion was to me 
unusually interesting and gratifying, 
and I believe to the people generally 
who were present. The school, I un- 
derstand, was commenced and has been 
kept up by a number of Ladies of the 
first respectability in the town. It is 
much to be wished that other towns 
may be excited to a virtuous emula- 
tion in this good cause, which promises 
so much benefit to the rising genera- 
tion and to society at large. 

A FRIEND OF YOUTH. 
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Sunday School Anecdote. 
FROM THE LONDON EVANGELICAL MAGA- 
ZINE. 

A benevolent gentleman in the vicin- 
ity of London, was induced to visit a 
poor woman who was sick. When he 
entered the room, he perceived a little 
girl kneeling at her bedside, who im- 
mediately withdrew. He then inquir- 
ed, who that child was. The sick wo- 
man replied, ‘Oh! sir, it is a little an- 
gel, who frequently comes to read the 
scriptures to me, to my great comfort, 
and has just now given me sixpence.’ 
On further inquiry, he found she was 
one of the girls belonging to a neigh- 
boring Sunday school. 

On the following Sabbath, our friend 
paid a visit to the school, and expressed 
a wish to speak to the child. She ap- 
proached with trepidation; when he 
asked her, if she knew the poor woman 
just referred to, and had been to read 
the Bible to her? She replied, that 
she had He then asked, what had in- 
duced her to do so. She answered, 
* Because, Sir, I find it said in the Bible, 
that ‘ pure religion and undefiled be- 
fore God and the Father is this—to 
visit the fatherless and widows in their 
affliction,’ &c. ‘ Well,’ said he, ‘ and 
did you give her any money” ‘ Yes 
Sir’ ‘And where did you get it? 
‘Sir, it was the reward given me in 
this school.’ 

The gentleman, who related this fact, 


said (alluding to the expression of 


the sick woman,) ‘I clasped the Jittle 
angel in my arms, and prayed that the 
latter part of the text she quoted might 
also be accomplished in her—that God 
would “ keep her unspotted from the 
world.” —(James i. 27.) 


Conference Meetings.—.4 recent 
act. 

A pious old lady, in a country town, 
had long been in the habit of attending 
religious conference meetings; for, 
like many others, she had often found 
them refreshing and strengthening to 
her Christian graces ; and she knew by 
happy experience, that Christ was 
faithful to his promise, “ that where 
two or three are gathered together in 
my name there am I in the midst of 
them”—and she thought (differently 
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from many cold professors) that it was 
a privilege to be where Christ was. It 
happened however, as in many other 
places, religion had got to a low ebb— 
the ways of Zion mourned because few 
came to her solemn teasts—the love of 
Christians had waxed cold—the wise 
and the foolish were alike asleep, and 
they gave up conference meetings en- 
tirely. I am inclined to think how- 
ever, that it was because they gave 
up these meetings and neglected other 
duties, that they became so cold and 
stupid—be that as it may, the good 
old lady could not bear to give them 
up: she spoke to one and another of 
the brethren to introduce them again— 
but with one accord they replied, we 
have worn them quite out, no body will 
attend. Not satisfied, the old lady said 
she would go if no body else went— 
accordingly the next Wednesday even- 
ing she took her hymn book and walk- 
ed some distance to the school-house, 
where the meetings used to be held— 
here she prayed, and sung, and prayed. 
On her way home she stopped at a 
neighbor’s house to resther. ‘“ Where 
have you been?” said the neighbor. 
‘“‘ Why, I have been to conference.”— 
* to Conference! I did’nt know there 
was one—who was there ?” “O, God 
was there, and I was there, and we have 
had a good conference ; and there is to 
be another next Wednesday evening.” 
Accordingly next week, the old lady 
went as before ; but what was her joy 
and surprise to find the house was 
crowded ; her pious. zeal had admon- 
ished professors; Christians were 
awakened; sinners were alarmed: 
and verily God was there, and trom 
that time has been carrying on a glo- 
rious work of Grace in the place. 


FEMALE BIBLE SOCIETY 
AT LIVERPOOL. 
Extract of a letter to the Editor of the 
Christian Herald, dated Liverpool, 
25th March, 1817. 


DEAR SIa. 

“ A Ladies’ Society for this townand 
neighborhood has this day been form- 
ed under very favorable auspices. The 
patronage already obtained for the So- 
ciety is flattering ; the Right Honora- 
ble the Countess of Derby, the Right 
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Honorable Lady Stanley, Mrs. Canning, 
and several other ladies of rank and in- 
fluence, having patronized it, a liberal 
subscription was entered into at the 
close of the meeting, which was held 
for the purpose of organizing the Soci- 
ety; associ:tions are about immediately 
to be formed, for the purpose of carry- 
ing the distribution of the scriptures 
into complete effect throughout the 
town and neighborhood ; and an asso- 
ciation of Female Domestics is about 
to be also organized on Friday, under 
the direction of the Committee, for the 
purpose of supplying this useful class 
of the community with the lively ora- 
cles of God. 

“Thus you will perceive, we are de- 
termined to keep pace in exertions for 
the cause of Christ with our brethren 
and sisters on the other side of the At- 
lantic ; and it will I am persyaded, be 
not a little gratifying to you to learn, 
that the example of the female Worthies 
of New-York, Philadelphia, Boston, 
and other towns in the United States, 
has been mainly instrumental in bring- 
ing about the establishment of a Socie- 
ty, which promises greatly to surpass 
in efficiency the gentlemen’s Society, 
and to promote, under God, the eternal 
welfare of many immortal souls. ‘ As 
jron sharpeneth iron, so doth a man 
the countenance of his friend.’” 


FOR THE MONITOR. 


[Ae the following was addressed to a 
church in this District, and was the 
means of exciting an attention to re- 
ligion, it is thought, it may be useful 
to other churches also. | 
To the members of the Congregation- 

al church in 

Frrenps Axnp BRETuREN, 

It is you, who have professed openly 
before the world, that you are the ser- 
vants and disciples of the blessed Je- 
sus,—you, who have entered into a cov- 
enant with, and have promised fidelity 
and allegiance to him, who are now 
addressed by one who is but a babe in 
religion, but who by the Lord’s grace 
‘and strength will endeavor to exhort 
you concerning the things of Jesus 
Ghrist and of your well doing. 

Ais I have never poothenal myself a 
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Christian, so, I feel not allowed to ati. 
dress you as fellow Christians, bat de 
as Friends and Brethren. 

I would therefore my dear friends ask 
you, if you, being professed disciples 
of Christ, ought not for example sake 
to encourage the assembling togeth- 
er on the Lord’s day for religious exer- 
cises and worship, by yourselves as- 
sembling on that day for the purpose 
of prayer, and worshipping the living 
and true God which you acknowledge. 

Remember my friends, thet the eyes 
of the world are upon you who have 
promised to be faithful to him whom 
you acknowledge to be your Lard and 
Master, and if you are neglectful in so 
great a duty, those who have the most 
need of edification, I mean the com- 
mon people and youth, will disregard 
the attendance upon the appointed in- 
struction, when there is a minister to 
preach to them. 

It is by the assembling together of 
Christians, as well on the Lord’s day, 
as at other times, that christianity has 
been handed down from age to age to 
a aww ae Prone: certainly you 
will acknow that v at good 
has resulted ion it. f eghagrteky 

Christians ought not on any pretence 
whatever to forsake the assembling 
themselves together for the purpose 
of worship, reading the scriptures and 
conversing on the great interest of re- 
ligion. 

It is you, my friends, who ought to set 
examples; it is you my brethren who 
ought to shew activity in the cause of 
Christ, whom you have sworn to serve : 
it is you who ought to inquire who is 
on the Lord’s side, and invite others to 
join you who are willing to have the 

lessed Jesus for their master, to come 
and enrol themselves in your list, and 
enter into an everlasting covenant with 
their God. Y¥ou do your duty and if 
they will not attend to your invitations 
and examples, leave the consequence to 

God, the Judge of all. 

If you wish to keep your hearts warm 
with love to God, you ought not only 
to assemble yourselves together on the 
Lord’s day, but you ought to have the 
ordinances of the sacrament administer- 
ed more pag snag than you do, in order 
to keep in view the great love, where- 
with the Lord loved you in offering his 
Kfe a sacrifice that you might live. 
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‘That most merciful act of our Lord, 
being kept fresh in your minds cannot 
but Keep alive your affections for him ; 
and will also give you a love and de- 
sire to commune and pray more for 
and with one another. 

Remember, my friends, by your 
fruits you will be known. 

The ordinances were given as a to- 
ken of rememberance, for Jesus Christ 
well knew that we should be apt to 
forget him, and accordingly instituted 
the sacrament. He tells his disciples, 
Do this in remembrance of me. 

Now my friends, I consider it the 
same as a valuable gift left by a very par- 
ticular friend, which ought to be placed 
in some conspicuous place where it 
might oftenbeseen; that on viewing it, 
we might call to mind the many pleas- 
ing scenes we had passed together. If 
so, then how much more ought you to 
have the sacrament administered, that 
you might call to mind all that Jesus 
‘Christ has done for you, and having 
that constantly in vour minds, you can- 
not, if your hearts are in order, but act 
and shew yourselves as Christians in- 
deed. 

But should there be any among you 
(which I hope is not the case,) who 
are not qualified, but yet are communi- 
cants at the table of the Lord, I would 
have you bear in mind the solemn 
words of St. Paul, that if vou eat of this 
bread and drink of this cup of the 
Lord unworthily, you shall be guilty, 
and you eat and drink damnation to 
your souls. 

You will remember, my friends, that 
our Savior has told you that in the 
judgement of the great day, he willsay, 
even to many who have eaten and 
drank at his table, depart from me, for 
I know you not 

None, in my opinion, will be subject- 
ed toa worse punishment than hypo- 
critical professors of religion. Those, 
who pretend to know God, yet in 
works deny him; whocali Christ their 
Lord, yet disobey his commandments. 

O my dear friends, what a terrible 
thing it must be, to be cast as it were, 
trom the table of the Lord, and as it 
were, with the bread and wine in your 
mouths, the emblems of the body and 

lood of Christ, into the regions of ev- 
erlasting darkness and wo. 
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O how careful and circumspect ought 
you to be that you fulfil your engage. 
ments and walk in all the command- 
ments of the Lord blameless. 

Remember my friends, if the cove- 
nant is broken, it must be broken on 
your side, for you have coyenanted with 
him who cannot do wrong. 

Consider on these things, and pray 
to God to enable you by his assistance 
to walk as becomes claldren of God, 
and to be kept by his power through 
faith unto salvation. 

He is not a real Christian whose re- 
ligion is all within, who does nothing 
externally, that is, who does not exert 
himself tor the good of others, by ex- 
ample and the practice of good works. 
And so, neither is he good who does 
all externally, having uo good in his 
heart to correspond with his works. 
He being what our Savior calls a 
whited sepulchre. Observe what our 
Lord says to such men: “ Why call ye 
me, Lord, Lord, and donot the things 
which I say ?” 

The language of a good man’s heart 
is, 0 my Lord and my God, I am not 
mine own, being bought.with a price ; 
I will therefore be thine and glorify 
God in my body and spirit which are 
his. I will, with thy grace and assist- 
ance, walk in thy ways and ordinances 
blameless. 

Such language is indeed christian, 
and if such principles are rooted in the 
heart, it will spread itself into the 
lives and actions of men, for the actions 
will follow the heart as the shadow 
does the substance. 

A man’s religion is vain, a mere 
show and formality, if he has no real 
principl- of piety and goodness in him ; 
he has neither the fear of God before 
him, or the love of Christ in his heart. 
Therefore cannot be a true disciple 
of Jesus Christ, and of course will be 
condemned. 

You ought not to conclude your- 
selves true Christians and entitled to 
the salvation of the gospel, because 
you may not be very immoral or vicious 
in your lives. For although you, as 
the Apostle says, “may have laid 
aside all filthiness and superfluity of 
naughtiness,” yet you may fall short of 
that holiness without which ne mdn 
shail see the Lord. 
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I would, my dear friends, hold be- 
fore you that sacred Mirror, the blessed 
gospel. There you may see and know 
yourscives. There you will behold the 
Morul and religious character; and 
there you will find if you come up to 
the character of Christ’s faithful dis- 
ciples, you will there find what Paul 
said to Titus, viz. “ You should deny 
ungodliness and worldly lusts, and live 
soberly, righteously, and godlv in this 
present world.” 

Perhaps you will say, if I can thus 
be an adviser, why not be an example ? 
the truth is, Iam sensible of my own 
infirmities, and although I can see the 
mote in the eyes of others, I cannot 
take the beam from mine own eye. 
Moreover, I have not executed the 
covenant you have, and bound myself 
by such solemn engagements to be 
Christ’s faithful servant. It is on you 
my friends, more than others, that the 
eyes of the world are fixed; you are 
professed Christians, and they look to 
you for practice and examples. 

My own experience justifies me in 
saying, that much depends on the out- 
ward conduct and examples of the peo- 
ple of Christ’s church. th the many 
years of my life which passed away 
without my Knowing’ God, I perfectly 
remember of asking myself many times, 
when L have witnessed a_ professed 
Christian acting with a total disregard 
to God’s laws, what good is there in 
religion, thought I, if that man is re- 
ligious ; he does what I would not ; for 
he violates both the laws of God and 
man. But I now find it was the the 
want of religion in him who professed 
jt, and walked not afier the example 
of our Lord 

If such, my friends, was the case 
with me, why may it not be the case 
with many about you? Yes, my friends, 
depend upon it, the world looks up to 
you as patterns of morality and re- 

igion. 

Therefore, I would advise you, that 
you perform the various duties requir- 
ed of you, as Well as abstain from all 
forbidden sins, and make the known 
laws of God the rule of your con- 
d ict. 

If so you do, neace will be with vou, 
and you may count yourselves to be 
children of God, and Christ’s true 
disciples, you mav then also count on 


the enlargement of the church; fér 
others seeing your good works, the 
love and harmony with the members, 
will rejoice te serve so good a Lord 
and Master as the blessed Jesus, and 
will enlist im his service, and bind 
themselves by the same covenant you 
have done, to serve him with fuithful- 
ness. 

Now, may grace, mercy, and peace 
from God our Father, and the Lord 
Jesus Christ, be with you all forever. 

A NEIGHBOR. 


FROM THE BECORDER. 


Extracts from an account of «@ 
Revival of Religion in Bridge- 
water. 


At the close of the year 1815, the 
fourth church in Bridgewater was 
sunk into a state of deep declension 
and stupidity. During the faithful 
ministry of their first pastor, the Rev. 
John Porter, and of his Golleague and 
successor, the Rev. Asa Meech, the 
spirit of grace and of supplication had 
been repeatedly poured forth ; and, of 
the fruit of those revivals, about 146 
remained at the time of my ordination, 
Oct. 1812: Since that period the addi- 
tions (but 8 in number) liad been ex- 
ceeded by the deaths and removals. 
Thus we were gradually “ diminished 
and brought low,” both in numbers 
and in graces. ‘The conferences, 
which had formerly been frequent and 
interesting, were nearly discontinued. 
Experimental and practical religion 
had become a rare subject of conversa- 
tion, even among those who professe¢é 
to have an interestin it; and “ the lust 
of the flesh, the lust of the eye, and 
the pride-of life,” the great “ antitrini- 
ty of the world’s worship,” seemed 
making rapid advances toward an un- 
disputed empire over us—But now 
the Great Head of the church, who is 
ever mindful of that covenant, which 
his people are so prone to forget and 
to violate, was pleased to bring us, as 
we trust, to consideration and repent- 
ence. 

A weekly meeting for prayer had 
been established by some of the breth- 
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cen of the church about 20 years be- 
fore, and was still attended, at the 
houses of the surviving associates in 
rotation. I had occasionally met with 
them, as 1 found it convenient: but, 
early in the last year, I was impressed 
more than ever before, with the duty 
and privilege of a more regular at- 
tendance; and resolved that nothing 
but the claim of paramount duty 
should prevent it. When this reso- 
Jution was first enforced, I found 
“but two or three” of the praying 
company remaining. An aged father 
in Israel, (at whose bouse the meeting 
of that week was appointed,) his com- 
panion and daughter-in-law, together 
with one of the deacons, and two 
brethren of the church, composed our 
whole assembly. The severity of the 
weather might in part account for this, 
but not wholly. It was, in more re- 
spects than one, “a day of darkness and 
of gloominess, aday of clouds and of 
thick darkness ;” and amidst the wint- 
ry blast which howled around our retir- 
edand humble oratory, we heard the 
‘“‘mourning” voice of “ the ways of 
Zion.” 

But they had not long such occasion 
to mourn. In the course of a few 
weeks, our numbers had so increased, 
that private dwellings could not well 
accommodate us ; and we, according- 
ty resorted to a shool-house in the cen- 
tre of the parish: and from this also, 
we were soon under the happy necessi- 
ty of removing, to the house of public 
worship. 

Some weeks previous to this, I was 
encouraged, by the appearance of in- 
creasing solemnity among the people, 
to renew the appointment of Inquiry 
Meetings, for the accommodation of 
those who might be disposed for free 
and familiar conversation on experi- 
mental religion. Such appointments 
had been formerly made, but were dis- 
continued for want of attendants. An 
evening was publicly mentioned for a 
recommencement of them at my house ; 
but I was suffered to pass it im sad 
and gloomy solitude 

On the ensuing Sabbath, I stated the 
humiliating fact, and expressed my 
deep regret that among so numerous a 

people, none appeared desirous to pro- 
pose the all-intportant question, * What 
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must I do to be saved ?” In the hope, 

however, that this discouraging ap- 

pearance might be in part accidental, 

the appointment was renewed ; and on 

the ated evening in the following 

week, eleven anxious inquirers for the 

way to Zion presented themselves ; and 

from week to week their number in- 

creased, until, early in the month of 
May, I found it necessary to divide the 
meeting, and devote one evening in 

the week to males and another to fe- 

males. The number of each was about 
50; of whom some, in each succeed- 
ing week, obtained joy and peace in 

believing. But the religious impres- 
sions were not confined to these, who 
were principally young persons —A 

deep solemnity seemed to pervade the 
whole parish. Conference meetings 
from house to house were daily throng- 
ed with eager listeners to the word of 
Life; and the frequent calls of those 
who were solicitous for personal in- 
struction or comfort, lefi me scarcely a 
solitary hour. In the months of April, 
May, and June, the work was apparent- 
ly at its height. Thrice on each Sab- 
bath the place where prayer is wont to 
be made was occupied; and many, I 
trust, found it to be “ none other than 
the house of God and the gate of 
heaven.” Nor could one religious 
meeting, on each day of the week, at 
all times satisfy the anxious minds of 
those, who had so recently discovered 
their alarming deficiency in the “ one 
thing needful ;” but frequently two or 
three conferences were appointed in 
different parts of the parish at the 
same time. Of course my attention 
was confined to one of them; but I 
Jearned from the brethren, that the 
most solemn and affecting interest 
prevailed mall. Many were found 
with the language of the Psalmist on 
their lips, “Come and hear, all ve that 
fear God, and I will declare what he 
hath done for my soul.” “ He inclined 
unto me, and heard my cry. He 
brought me up also out of an horrible 
pit, out of the miry clay, and set my 
feet upon a rock, and established my 
goings. And he hath put a new song in 
my mouth, even praise unto our God.” 
“ O taste and see that the Lord is 
good : blessed is the man that trusts 
inhim.” Others, overpowered by thei: 
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emotions, sunk down, as at their 
Savior’s feet, to bathe them with tears 
of mingled grief and joy; or stood in 
most “ expressive silence,” amidgt the 
circle of their triends, and “ sighed and 
looked unutterable things :” while a 
third class were trembling beneath the 
awiul sentence or the law, and crying 
to God out of those gloomy depths of 
guilt and despondency, where “ the 
sorrows of death compassed them, and 
the pains ot hell gat hold upon them.” 
Wednesday, June 19th, was set apart 
by the church, as a day of public 
thanksgiving to God for his wonderful 
works of grace among us: and the 
exercises of the afternoon and evening 
will long be had in sweet remembrance 
by many, I trust, who were the subjects 
and the sharers of a joy unspeakable 
and full of glory. 
The number of those who, during 
the year expressed their hope in Christ, 
‘was supposed to be about 150. Many 
of these, however, dated their religious 
experience some years back. The 
number of males and females was 
nearly equal. Their ages are trom 7 
to 60. Eighty-three only have yet unit- 
ed themselves tothe church. Of the 
rest, some are still engaged in anxious 
inquiry into their state and duty ; while 
others give us too much reasen to fear 
that their “ goodness” will prove like 
the “ morning cloud and early dew.” 
The doctrines which have been em- 
ployed by the Spirit, in effecting his 
merciful purposes toward us, are those 
ordinarily distinguished as the “ doc- 
trines of grace.” ‘The fall and conse- 
quent corruption of mankind—the ne- 
cessity of regeneration by the influences 
of the Holy Spirit—the Sovereignty of 
God, in electing the subjects of those 
influences—redemption by the blood, 
and justification by the righteousness 
of a Divine Mediator—together with 
the precepts and motives of piety and 
morality which his gospel presents— 
have been made the principal subjects 
of public discourse and private con- 
ference, not only by the writer of this 
article, but also by his neighboring 
brethren in the ministry ; to whom he 
would take this opportunity of renew- 
ing his grateful acknowledgments, of 
their abundant, faithful and successful 
labors among us in word and doctrine. 
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Concerning the effects of this revival 
on the conduct and character of the 
church, it becomes us to speak with 
diffidence : for doubtless, “ in man 
things we offend, all; and in all, come 


short of the glory of God.” Yet I 
think it may be said, that, in general, 
they have been in some measure, 
evincive of the true tendency of 
those doctrines above mentioned ; 
and that the greater part of those, 
who have “ subscribed with their hands 
unto the Lord, and surnamed them- 
selves by the name of Israel,” ap- 
pear to have embraced the Savior 
with that living, active, and purifying 
faith which his gospel requires. 

About 17 months have elapsed 
since the good work commenced. 
among us; and ¥ am encouraged to 
hope that it is not yet at an end; for 
though new instances of religious im- 

ression are not so frequent as former- 
y, there are still some promising ap- 
pearances. Our meetings are frequent 
and usually solemn; and since we 
have stillaccess to Him “ who heareth 
prayer,” and who “keepeth mercy 
for thousands,” we cannot but hope 
that he will “ revive us again, that his 
people may rejoice in him ;” and that 
there are yet many more among us, 
to whom that gospel, which He has 
made them so solicitous to hear, will 
‘come, not in word only, but also in 
power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in 
much assurance.” Iam, &c. 
Dantet Huntineton. 
North-Bridgewater, (Ms) May 27, 
1817. . 


FROM THE PANOPLIST. 


Memoir of the late Apet Boyx- 


Ton, Esq. of Bath, (Me. ) 
Consul of the U. S. for the 
island of Curacoa. 


Ir is not in the life of a long honored 
and eminently useful Christian only, 
that a pious reader finds profit and de- 
light, or an anxious inquirer informa- 
tion and hope. It sometimes pleases 
the Almighty giver of all good to call 
his children late into his service, and 
speedily to dismiss them from the 
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scene of trial. In these mstances, we 
are often permitted to discern a pecu- 
liar mercy , and the progress of those, 
who are thus Gilled, in the acquisition 
and manifestation of many of the 
Christian graces, not unfrequently sur- 
passes that of older professors of re- 
ligion. God works for his own glory, 
while he is thus conferring his precious 
gifts; and it is a sacred injunction, 
**Remember that thou magnify his 
work, which men behold.” Such is 
the motive, that originates this brief 
memoir which its author desires to 
consecrate to the honor of divine grace, 

Ast. Borxtox, Esy. late of Bath, 
was the eldest son of Abel Boynton, 
Esq. of Westford in Middlesex county, 
(Mass.) His mother was a pious pro- 
fessor of religion, who made it her 
business and pleasure to bring up her 
children, as far as she was able, “ in 
the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord.” He had one brother and three 
sisters. The surviving brother is a 
Lieutenant in the army of the United 
States; the eldest of the sisters died 
in Bath, a hopeful Christian, in 1810; 
and the two others, who remain, are 
members of the same church, to which 
their departed brother and sister were 
united. 

After a preparation in the Academy 
of Westford, his native town, Mr. 
Boynton was admitted young into the 
University of Cambridge. Here his 
deportment was such as to obtain the 
attachment of his associates and 
friends ; an attachment, which his so- 
cial and kind disposition was calculat- 
ed to render permanent. 

After leaving the University, he de- 


eided soon on the profession of 
law, as the future employment of his 
life, and the path to!eminence. His 
studies were pursued at Templeton, in 
the office of Mr. Walker; at Loemin- 
ster, with Mr, Bigelow ; and at Boston, 
under the eye of Luther Richardson, 
Esq. whose early death deprived his 
friends of a gentleman of undoubted 
genius and uncommon promise. From 
the office of the latter, Mr. Boynton 
came into the District of Maine, with 
warm feelings and eager hopes. He 
had before this been inclining, for a 
time, to habits of dissipation, and sev- 
eral serious expostulatory letters were 


sent him by his pious sister, which, 
there is reason to hope, assisted in di- 
minishing the influence of pernicious 
examples, although they produced not 
an evident change of moral principle. 

Commencing the practice of the law, 
his first residence was in Lisbon, 
whence he removed to Bath. By dili- 
gent attention to business, he secured 
a due share of patronage, and became 
ardent in political discussions and ar- 
rangements. His attention was. also 
directed to military affairs, and he be- 
came Captain of a troop of horse raised 
in the town and neighborhood. In the 
expected attack on Bath by the ma- 
rines and seamen of the Bulwark, 74, 
his activity and zeal were conspicuous, 
as a special aid to Maj. Gen. King, and 
contributed greatly to enfeeble a con- 
stitution already undermined. 

Previously, however, to this period, 
he had married the eldest daughter of 
Joseph Leland, Esq. of Saco, and had 
been called to sustain the loss of an 
infant child. His affectionate feelings 
were tried by this dispensation, and 
he appeared for a time unusually se- 
date. But busiriess, ambition and 
amusement dissipated these impres- 
sions, and they became “ like the morn- 
ing cloud and early dew.” 

His habit ind:cated exposure to con- 
sumption. Of this disease his mother 
and sister had been victims. By the 
autumn of 1814, it became expedient 
for him to undertake a journey to a 
southern climate, and he proceeded on 
horseback by easy stages to Georgia, 
where he passed the winter months, 
and returned as summer advanced. 
His health appeared benefited by this 
excursion ; his intercourse with hospit- 
able and affectionate individuals, to 
whose kind offices he had been recom- 
mended by several of our first civilians 
at the northward, had amused and ani- 
mated him; ana the hope was enter. 
tained that he might possibly recover. 

Soon, however, this hope diminished 
and it became necessary to spend the 
succeeding winter abroad. His mind 


appeared somewhat depressed by the 
prospect, and he conversed more wil- 
lingly than b-fore his journey on re- 
ligious subjects. He had again been 
called to affliction in the death of 
another infant, and was left without » 
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child. He had previously sustained 
also, the loss of his father, who died 
under circumstances peculiarly dis- 
tressing, being absent from his family, 
while engaged in the Commissariat de- 
partment with the army at Buffaloe, in 
Pennsylvania. The elder Mr. Boynton 
had been for some years a retired man, 
having suffered much in his proper- 
ty from too great confidence in interest- 
ed acquaintances. Easy of access to 
the designing or unfortunate, he had 
been detrauded often and deceived. 
“This had produced on the son an im- 
pression of gloom; but he.was still 
an advocate for the natural goodness of 
the human heart, and knew not “ the 
piague” of his own. 

An opportunity was offered of mak- 
ing a voyage to the pleasant island of 
St. Croix, in company with Edmund 
Flagg, Esq.of Wiscasset, a brother at 
the bar, whose declining health pointed 
out the expediency of sucha measure, 
but who lived not to return. They 
sailed together, and Mr. Boynton, 
not long after they landed, was called 
to pay to his companicn the last offices 
of friendship. 

Hitherto no psy tose impres- 
sions of a religious nature had been 
made on Mr. Boynton’s mind. But 
before his departure the excellent work 
of Mr. Wilberforce, contrasting the 
prevailing notions of religion with true 
religion itself, was put into his hands 
by one, who sought his spiritual wel- 
ture, and has witnessed the happy re- 
sult. Vhis work he at first felt him- 
self bound to read, in consequence of 
his own engagement; but he soon be- 
came deeply interested in it, and aserib- 
ed to it, under the influence of Divine 
grace, the subsequent change of his 
mind. 

But he shall now be made his own 
narrator. Suffice it to say, that on his 
return, and after a series of events, 
whieh will partly be unfolded in what 
follows, he felt it his duty to apply for 
admission into the Church of Christ ; 
and to this, although there was but lit- 
tle prospect of his long continuance 
in life, a cordial assent was soon ob- 
tained. 

His minister with the deacons, ap- 
pointed by vote of the church to this 

special service, attended on the 21st of 


December last, after he had been cén- 
fined to his room for more than a 
month, and had totally given up the 
expectation of proceeding abroad to 
the place of his consulate ; and some 
minutes having been taken of the con- 
versation, which took place, they are 
now precisely copied. 

‘IT read to Mr. Boynton our summary 
of Faith and articles of Covenant, and 
asked if these met and expressed his 
views, ‘ Perfectly, Sir,” said he, 
** with my whole heart, | think I can 
say it.” Lobserved that the way was 
prepared to listen to a relation of his 
former and present stgte of mind in 
regard to the subject of religion. 

* He replied, in substance, as follows. 
Till lately, my mind has been alienat- 
ed from the subject. I did not wish 
to have it presented to me. But about 
a year since, as I was preparing to sail 
to St. Croix I took with me ‘ Wilber- 
force on Religion.” I was then endeav- 
oring to investigate the heart; and I 
found that this work faithfully depict- 
ed myself. It opened to me my deprav- 
ity, and I perceived I was a vile, un- 
grateful sinner; and that, considering 
my advantages of education and in- 
struction, my sins were greatly aggra. 
vated. 

* While in this state of mind,” he 
continued, “I received accounts ot 
the awakening in this town ;—such 
accounts as astonished me, when Il 
considered some of the subjects of it, 
and I could not but reflect, that it must 
have been caused by Divine power. 

* At my arrival in Boston from St 
Croix, a p:ous friend shewed me a let- 
ter she had received from Mrs. Boyv- 
ton, giving an account of her happy 
change of mind.” This, it seems, riv- 
etted his attention, and gave rise to 
very serious reflections. “ But,” said 

he, “ when I came down to this town, 
I] found my heart strangely opposed to 
what I saw, My understanding was 
convinced that God had done the 
work; butI felt no inclination to sub- 
mit to Him. Teven went so far, as to 
oppose Mrs. B. and desired she would 
not associate with Christian company ; 
but seek that of others. I was con- 
stantly framing trivial excuses to pre- 
venther going where religious con- 
versation was held ;—but my heart 
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told me all the while, that I was doing 
wrong.” 

‘ Being asked if he attempted to 
pray, he suid, “1 had attended this du- 
ty occasionally from the age of 15, 
owing to the instructions and example 
ot my pious and excellent mother ;— 
but it was alla form.” He was asked 
if, after he went to St. Croix, he persist- 
ed. ‘ Yes,” said he, “ for a time; 
but I found that, convinced of the, 
truth of Mr. Wilberiorce’s description 
and reasoning, I trated all my feelings 
and conduct to a vile self-love ; and it 
made me appear so to myself, that I 
could think my prayers to be only a 
mockery of God, and therefore finally 
omitted them altogether.” 

‘“Lasked how he now and of late 
had felt in regard to this duty. “ O,” 
said he, “I find it sometimes a pre- 
cious privilege to go to my God in 
Christ. Ihave noother friend. I seek 
no other. No other is able to give me 
relief.” 

6 He was asked whether he felt grief 
and regret at the remembrance of past 
sins. He replied, “ When my mind 
was first impressed, t thought only of 
past sins, and brought them up, as it 
were in battalions. They were numer- 
ous, aggravated and constantly before 
me. But I soon found that I had daily 
and hourly sins to mourn—evil 
thoughts and desires. These made my 
former sins vanish from my mind.” 

‘It was inquired, if he thought he 
could take hold on the promises. He 
replied, “ I sometimes hope I am heard 
in prayer, and may take encourage- 
ment. But I desire to speak with nir- 
ripence. God has not seen fit to give 
me that clear light and strong consola- 
tion, which he has bestowed upon oth- 
ers. ButIdo not murmur I cannot. 

I have no merit of my own. He is un- 
der no obligation to give me any pe- 
culiar favor.” 

‘ To the question respecting his mo- 
tive in seeking to be united with the 
church, he answered, “ That I may 
eonfess my Savior before men.” He 
was then asked what appeared to be 
his present supreme desire ; and to 
this he replied with very strong emo- 
tion, “ To be with my God.” 

‘ His extreme feebleness rendered it 

prudent to avoid wearying him. But 


Idesired to know the change of his 
feelings with respect to the great ob- 
jects of worldly pursuit. “1 place,” 
said he, “ riches, honors, and worldly 
pleasures, all in one scale ;~—-and I find 
that compared with an interest in 
Christ they are vanity.” 

‘He was asked how he thought he 
should be affected in regard to these 
things, if health could be restored ; 
and he observed with tears, “I had 
rather be a door-keeper in the house of 
my God, than to be a prince !” 

‘ When asked if he found any differ- 
ence in his feelings toward christian 
or pious persons, he replied, “ Yes, 
great. Once I repelled them, and I de- 
sired none of their conversation. But 
now they are welcome to me, and I em- 
brace them with my whole heart.” 

‘ He observed he had never, as he 
believed, been very desirous of wealth, 
or avaricious and grasping ; but said, 
“ T have aimed much at popularity, and 
I see its vanity ” ’ 

‘ Of the Bible he remarked, “It was 
once regarded by me only for its an- 
cient and rare historical importance ;— 
or its sublimity in certain passages ;— 
and I read it as aromance. But now f 
see my own heart described in it, and 
I read it with the deepest interest, for 
the good of my soul.” 

‘ He observed that a christian friend 
had lately said to him, that there might 
be a species of apparent resignation, 
calm and seemingly cordial, arising 
from necessity; as in the case of the 
sick. “ This distressed me,” said he, 
“for a time; and EF had very littie 
sleep that night.” E stated my own 
views on the subject, and endeavored 
to shew him what real resignation 
seemed to imply, in distinction from 
this, and asked him how he had ob- 
tained relief from his painful thoughts, 
**T could find no relic” said he, * till 
next morning when I went to my God 
in prayer.” 

‘ Of the Divine justice in the pun- 
ishment of sinners he seemed fully per- 
suaded, and acknowledged, that it 
would be just in God to have cast him: 
off at any previous period, or even 
now to cast him off forever, for his 
* sinfulness, hardness of heart, and op- 
position of will.” ; 

‘Several other questions were asked), 
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and the conversation prolonged as 
much, as was considered prudent, and 
exhibited evidence judged to be satis 
factory, that God had indeed com- 
menced in his heart a work of sovereign 
grace. He was unable to point out 
the special period of his obtaining a 
comfortable hope. The process to him 
appeared gradual ; but, in the judg. 
ment of his christian friends, its truits 
evinced its origin. 

Before the next communion his bodi- 
ly strength had become visibly weaken. 
ed. But his mind was constantly en- 
gaged in researches after Divine truth, 
and in expatiating on its sacred ex- 
cellences. The Bible was almost con- 
stantly in his hands ; and his progress 
in the knowledge of its contents ex- 
ceedingly rapid. Wilson’s “Sacra pri- 
vata” and Corbet’s “ Self-employment” 
were near him and precious.” In read- 
ing these, and in conversation with 
the friends, who resorted to him, the 
little time, which his disease would 
permit him so to employ, was spent. 

At his request the Holy Supper was 
administered to him in private, a few 
members only of the church being pres- 
ent. It was a solemn and most inter- 
esting season. The patient sufferer 
had the preceding night expectorated 
a large quantity of blood, at which, 
when asked by Mrs. Boynton if he were 
alarmed, he replied, “no; Ihave been 
afraid that I should be left to linger so 
long, that I should grow impatient ; 
and as this seems to indicate that I 
shall not, it rather gives me pleasure.” 

It seemed to be his daily desire, that 
his will might be wholly absorbed in 
that of God. If another desire of equal 
strength. remained, it was, that the 
gracious Savior might be resorted to 
m faith by sinners of every class and 
description. 

He was enabled to deal with great 
faithfulness in conversing with his 
friends. To one especially, in whose 
hearing he had formerly uttered senti- 
ments the reverse of what he now be- 
lieved to be true, he addressed a most 
affectionate exhortation; and took 
leave of him in the most impressive 
manner. A similar disposition was 
manifested also toward his beloved 
brother, who left the garrison at 
Sacket’s harbor, to visit him, and hear 
his dying advice. 


But as his disease advanced, he 
seemed more and more ripened for 
heaven. On the morning of the day 
before his death his mind was, in a re- 
markable mamner, occupied with heav- 
enly contemplation, and his tongue 
employed in a Strain of sacred elo- 
quence, which it is regretted cannot 
be conveyed in the animated language 
of its author. For though several 
were present, they were engrossed 
with the subject of his remarks, more 
than with either his manner, or pecu- 
liar words. He first dwelt largely on 
the character of the eternal God, all 
perfect, holy, just and good ; and com- 
pared Him, under the appropriate ap- 
pellation of “ our God,” with the van- 
ities of the heathen whether as exhibit- 
ed in the classical mythology of an- 
tiquity, or in the accounts of modern 
times. He then dwelt on the manifest- 
ation of mercy in the atonement, and 
expatiated on the divine condescension 
to us in the person of the Savior, where- 
by the eternal God became in some 
measure apprehensible by man. His 
heart was then engaged in contemplat- 
ing the obstinacy of blinded sinners, 
and he continued to express his views 
ma manner the most convincirg and 
affectionate, showing the strongest de- 
sires that all might “repent and be- 
lieve the gospel.” Being then interro- 
gated by his physician, happily also a 
christian brother, respecting his own 
hope and its grounds, he adverted. to 
himself, stated his views of his own ill 
desert, and yet his entire resignation, 
as he trusted, to the willof God. He 
observed that it was his desire to de- 
part; but if it pleased his heavenly 
Father to prolong his stay and his suf- 
ferings, he hoped to be patient and to 
submit. These efforts were closed by 
a brief, but peculiarly pertinent and 
affecting prayer. 

died the next morning, January 
24th, in the 34th year of his age, tran- 
quil, and much at ease, with eyes 
raised to heaven, and a placid smile 
diffused upon his countenance 

“ Blessed are the dead that die in 
the Lord, from henceforth; yea saith 
the Spirit, that they may rest from their 
labors, and their works do follow 
them.” 














